
PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT OF THE YEAR 
NOMINATION FORM

SUBMITTAL DEADLINE:      August 31 each year 

PROJECT INFORMATION 

Project Name Project Completion Date* Application Submittal Year 

Public Agency 

PROJECT CATEGORY (select one): PROJECT DIVISION (select one): 

Structures 

Transportation 

Environmental (Water, Wastewater, Stormwater) 

Historical Restoration/Preservation 

Disaster or Emergency Construction/Repair 

Less than $5 million 

$5 million to less than $25 million 

$25 million to $75 million 

More than $75 million 

*Must be substantially complete and available for public use within two calendar years prior to nomination.

MANAGING AGENCY 

Name Title 

Agency/Organization 

Address (if post office box, include street address) 

City State Zip 

Email  Phone Fax 

PRIMARY CONTRACTOR 

Name Title 

Agency/Organization 

Address (if post office box, include street address) 

City State Zip 

Email  Phone Fax 



PRIMARY CONSULTANT 

Name Title 

Agency/Organization 

Address (if post office box, include street address) 

City State Zip 

Email  Phone Fax 

NOMINATED BY (only managing public agency or APWA Chapters eligible to nominate) 

Name Title 

Agency/Organization 

Address (if post office box, include street address) 

City State Zip 

Email  Phone Fax 

SUBMIT APPLICATION PACKET TO: 

Public Works Project of the Year • Awards Program 
Krey Younger 
GeoDesign Inc. 
9450 SW Commerce Circle, Suite 300 
Wilsonville, OR 97070 
kyounger@geodesigninc.com  
503.726.3104 

NOTE: Supporting documentation is limited to twenty (20) pages, exclusive of photographs (10 to 20 photos of the 
project including a few "before" photos if possible) and the nomination form. This submittal will not be returned. 
Please submit your application by the deadline identified at the top of this application by both of the following 
methods: 

• Email – Send by email a digital copy of the nomination form and supporting documentation.  If possible,
include 10 to 20 photographs of the project which can be sent, if necessary, by more than one email.

• Hard Copy – Hand deliver or send by US mail (postmarked by due date) or delivery service one "hard" copy
of the nomination form and supporting documentation.  Include a USB flash drive (or CD) with 10 to 20
photographs of the project along with a digital copy of the nomination form and supporting documentation.
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SUBMITTAL GUIDELINES 
Public Works Project of the Year 

PLEASE ADDRESS EACH OF THE FOLLOWING AREAS IN YOUR SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 
ADHERING TO THE BELOW SEQUENCE WHEN POSSIBLE.  

• General description of the project.

• Completion date contained in contract. Any time extensions granted should be addressed in the
submittal.

• Construction schedule, management, and control techniques used.

• Safety performance including number of lost-time injuries per 1,000 man hours worked and
overall safety program employed during the construction phase.

• Community need – a summary of how the project met the community needs as related to
economic challenges, value engineering, creative use of resources, to the measurable benefit to
the community.

• Sustainable practices – use of alternative materials, practices, or funding that demonstrates a
commitment to sustainability.

• Environmental considerations including special steps taken to preserve and protect the
environment, endangered species, etc., during the construction phase.

• Community relations – a summary of the efforts by the agency, consultant and contractor to
protect public lives and property, minimize public inconvenience and improve relations.

• Unusual accomplishments under adverse conditions, including but not limited to, adverse
weather, soil or site conditions, or other occurrences over which there was no control.

• Additional considerations you would like to bring to the attention of the project review panel
such as innovations in technology and/or management applications during the project. Include a
description of special aspects of the project.

NOTE: Supporting documentation is limited to twenty (20) pages, exclusive of photographs (10 to 20 photos of the 
project including a few "before" photos if possible) and the nomination form. This submittal will not be returned. 
Please submit your application by the deadline identified at the top of this application by both of the following 
methods: 

• Email – Send by email a digital copy of the nomination form and supporting documentation.  If possible,
include 10 to 20 photographs of the project which can be sent, if necessary, by more than one email.

• Hard Copy – Hand deliver or send by US mail (postmarked by due date) or delivery service one "hard" copy
of the nomination form and supporting documentation.  Include a USB flash drive (or CD) with 10 to 20
photographs of the project along with a digital copy of the nomination form and supporting documentation.



Public Works Facility
Yamhill County

APWA Project of the Year Nomination
Structures (Under $5M)

By leveraging the knowledge of the Yamhill County 
Department of Public Works staff, education and skill sets 
of George Fox University students, engineering expertise of 
Kittelson & Associates, Inc., contracting by Haworth, Inc. native 
landscaping resources of the Native Plant Society of Oregon – 
Cheahmill Chapter, Yamhill County replaced their 75-year old 
public works building with a modernized, sustainable facility 
that will service the community for decades.



Yamhill County Yamhill County Public Works Facility
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Public works is essential to the daily lives of 
the community they serve. When the County 
discovered that their circa 1941 public 
works building was structurally unstable 
and operationally deficient, they realized 
this caused obstacles to properly service 
their community by jeopardizing their ability 
to respond during emergencies. Because 
the County understood the importance 
of having a functional, safe public works 
facility, they began replacing the old one.

The County took a unique approach to 
building a new public works facility by 
partnering with GFU, Kittelson, and NPSO - 
Cheahill Chapter. Through this partnership, 
the project became more than just a new 
building project, it became: 

An educational and learning 
experience for students and the 
public

Native landscape 
demonstration garden 

A resilient and efficient facility 
for operations, maintenance, 
and administrative support 

A safety initiative, allowing 
County staff to adequately 
respond to emergency situations 

COMPLETION DATE
Jun.
2016

May
2017

Planning & Design Design/Build Contract Building  
Construction

Feb.
2018

Sept.
2020

Parking Lot  
Complete

Previous Public Works Office/Shop

GFU Students’ Rendering

Construction

Constructed Shop & Garages

Aug.
2019

Building  
Occupied



Yamhill County Yamhill County Public Works Facility
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CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE, 
MANAGEMENT, & CONTROL 
TECHNIQUES
Through the design/build process, Haworth 
coordinated closely with the County to 
maintain operations. By using a design/build 
contract, demolition commenced while final 
permits were being secured.

• Supervisors and foremen are responsible 
for safety, implementing Haworth’s safety 
program and training employees in safe 
work procedures 

• Superintendents and foremen have 
the overall responsibility for safety at 
each location; they have the corporate 
responsibility and authority for safety and 
accident prevention   

The company’s policy is to provide a safe 
and healthy place of employment for 
every employee and to abide by accident 
prevention regulations set forth by the federal, 
state, and local governments. Haworth is 
sincerely interested in the safety and welfare 
of our employees. Accident prevention is 
essential in maintaining an efficient operation. 

COMMUNITY NEED
Without a properly functioning public works 
facility, the community safety is at risk. 
This risk is exaggerated during a natural 
disaster, such as wildfires, flooding, or major 
earthquake. Also, a well-functioning building 
gives staff a valuable resource to service the 
community more efficiently and effectively.  

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES
The County 
used the 75-
year old WWII 
era building as 
a public works 
shop. Once 
it became 
apparent the 
building was becoming unsafe, the County 
commissioned a study of the building 
and learned the building was structurally 
unsound, had code violations, was not ADA 
compliant, didn’t have fire safety equipment, 
and the electrical system was inadequate. 
The building conditions were not energy 
efficient and created high emissions.  

The County tasked GFU students, as part of 
their Senior Design Class, with evaluating 
where to put a new public works building 

SAFETY PERFORMANCE
Haworth Inc. worked 6,095 hours on building 
the public works facility with zero injuries or 
time loss.  

6,095 
Total hours  

without  
incident

Lost time inju-
ries or serious 

accidents

ZERO

Haworth Safety Program. It is the policy of 
Haworth to protect the safety and health of 
their employees. Injuries and property loss 
from accidents are needless, costly, and 
preventable. The company has established 
a safety and health program that prevents 
injury and loss due to recognized hazards.   

Safety and accident prevention are 
everyone’s responsibility. The following is an 
overview of Haworth’s safety program: 

• Employees are expected to follow all 
company rules and to perform their work 
in a safe manner 

WWII Era Image / Source:  
Yamhill County News Register 
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at the existing yard. It was determined the 
existing building location was the preferred 
place for a public works building. By putting 
the new public works building on the existing 
footprint, the County did not expose existing 
subgrade or the potential environmental 
hazards under a 75-year old building.

During demolition of the existing structure, 
Haworth salvaged all the old-growth timber 
beams from the old building. This was a 
desire and priority of the County. The larger 
beams were repurposed into the open-truss 
beams showcased in the main entrance to 
the new administration offices.

The new native, draught tolerant landscaping 
reduced water use and maintenance 
tasks. With native landscaping there is less 
maintenance because the plants are more 
resilient to the local climate/environment.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSIDERATIONS
This site has been home to public works for 
over 70 years. All hazardous/contaminated 
material that was encountered was properly 
disposed of and treated.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS
Multiple articles on the history of the existing 
building and the process to replace it were 
written by the Yamhill County News Register. 
The Yamhill County Road Improvement 
Advisory Committee (RIAC) (a Board of 
Commissioner’s appointed committee 
of citizens) fully endorsed the concept of 
replacement and was engaged throughout 
the design and construction stages.Entrance with exposed old-growth timber beams
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UNUSUAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
UNDER ADVERSE CONDITIONS
By using the existing site, the GFU student 
were challenged with resolving the proper 
occupancy separation walls and reconciling 
competing needs within the existing 
footprint. The students began developing 
solutions by discussing needs with the public 
works staff and comparing similar facilities. 
They visited a firehouse and Pape (farm 
equipment manufacturer) facility.

GFU students, led by Caleb Cox and advised 
by Fred Wismer (adjunct professor at GFU 
and Kittelson engineer), engaged staff 
about office layout; coordinated with the 
former Public Works Director for the County; 
created renderings and detailed floor 
plans; and presented the design to the RIAC 
and County Commissioners. By engaging 
these groups, the students were able to 
incorporate their suggestions and create a 
design that fulfilled the County’s vision for 
a new public works facility. This information 
was then used to prepare the construction 
documents and design/build request for 
proposal.

A significant improvement to the public 
works facility was the site layout (see image 
on following page), especially improvements 
to parking and circulation. The GFU students 
organized the parking to be more efficient, 
which resulted in adding 35 spaces (from 77 

to 102), providing ADA spaces, and parking 
islands and rain gardens and includes 
charging stations for a future electric 
vehicle fleet. Other site improvements 
included adjusting the location of the 
security fencing, preparing a storm water 
management plan, providing landscaping 
islands, and developing a lighting plan.

The new site includes a storm water 
drainage system that drains to planter boxes 
and connects to the fairgrounds swale and 
a ditch drain. By controlling the storm water 
runoff from the public works facility, the 
water quality in the basin is protected.

Kittelson provided engineering oversight 
for the project by reviewing the students’ 
documents and providing feedback. For the 
design/build bidding documents, Kittelson 
used the student documents as a base 
and enhanced them for use as the final bid 
package.

To get the design/build package ready 
for contractors, Kittelson built upon the 
documents prepared by the students and 
refined the plans by reducing the full depth 
paving using Civil 3D tools to design an 
overlay. Planter islands, meeting City of 
McMinnville landscape requirements, were 
converted to stormwater treatment facilities 
and landscaping design incorporated 
native, drought, tolerant plantings.
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ADDITIONAL 
CONSIDERATIONS
The unique element of the project was 
the partnership among the County, GFU, 
Kittelson, and NPSO-Cheahill Chapter. 
By leveraging the resources, capabilities, 
and expertise of everyone involved with 
the effort, the County constructed a new 
public works building that is a valuable 
community asset in a fiscally responsible 
manner. Furthermore, the new facility has 
educational, environmental, operational, 
and safety benefits.

• Educational & Learning Experience. The 
County worked with the GFU students to 
prepare the building layout, floor plan, 
and site plan. This process gave the 
students an opportunity to apply their 
education to a real-world project and the 
County realized significant cost savings.

• Native Landscape Demonstration 
Garden. Constructing the new public 
works facility provided the County an 

opportunity to install native, drought 
tolerant plants in planter beds around 
the site. The NPSO-Cheahmill Chapter 
volunteered their resources and expertise 
to assist the County with the landscaping. 
The partnerships allowed the NPSO to 
educate the community about drought 
tolerant landscaping, while providing 
aesthetically pleasing grounds at the new 
facility.

• Resiliency: This new building with 8 full 
size bays, crew work room, a planned 
and stocked parts room, and full 
administrative office space allows all 
divisions of the Department of Public 
Works to work collaboratively to best 
serve the citizens of Yamhill County.

• A Safety Initiative. The previous building 
had several structural and operational 
deficiencies causing inefficiencies 
in responses by public works staff.  
Replacing the building allows the County 
to operate in any situation without risk of 
injury or loss of time.

Security Fence

ADA Parking

New Office/Shop

Additional 
Parking

Landscape 
Island

Original George Fox University Student Layout
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