


APWA Everyday Hero Award – Tommy Reeder and Zack Morse 

 

The City of Wilsonville Parks team recently designed, constructed and opened a one-of-a-kind Nature 
Play area in Memorial Park. Tommy Reeder and Zack Morse brought diligently planning, innovative 
vision and a focus on sustainability to this project ensuring the best use of public resources. 

The Memorial Park Nature Play area has given the community a place to imagine, explore, create, build, 
and play in nature. It allows community members of all ages to interact with nature in a creative and 
meaningful way.  

Tommy and Zack are not project engineers or design architects by title or job duties. Rather they are a 
Lead Park Maintenance Specialist and Park Maintenance Specialist who went beyond their job duties 
and classifications to bring the community the most value possible in this project. 

The team worked closely with the community and local business to bring together the essential 
components from all over Oregon. A flexible design and construction process allowed the team to pivot 
in a positive manner at critical pinch points in the project.  

One of the many examples of the flexible design and construction process is the creation of the cabin 
themed play element.  The team had originally envisioned and designed a covered cave element. When 
a top cap rock could not be sourced Tommy and Zack pulled the team together for a creative strategy 
session and the idea of shifting to a cabin roof was suggested. Creative strategy sessions like these were 
critical throughout the process. The team brainstorming sessions helped to ensure the team focused on 
unique solutions while being mindful of available public resources. 

Utilizing funds from the Wilsonville Metro Community Enhancement Program, the team was able to 
complete the Memorial Park Master Plan priority project with in-house labor and equipment at a 
significant cost savings to the community. Many of the materials were sourced and repurposed from 
within Memorial Park. Sustainable project initiatives like this resulted in the much of the monetary 
expense only being team time. 

Leveraging a historic ice storm and great team dynamics Tommy and Zack lead the team through 
concept, design and installation always focused on the best use of public resources.  

Tommy, Zack and the entire parks team in Wilsonville utilized sound practices and diligent 
implementation to ensure efficient and innovative use of public resources. The project has brought 
forward a distinctive community amenity that will be enjoyed by all for years to come.  

 

AWARD SUBMITTAL AREA: 

Making the best use of public resources.  
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