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EMPLOYMENT RECORD 
Advancements in Personal Career   
 

President and CEO of R.K.O & 
Associates LLC, 1991 to current 

R.K.O & Associates is a consulting 
company that specializes in innovations 
and improvements in concrete 
stormwater products, system I&I issues 
and building materials particularly for 
pre-cast concrete products and the 
roofing industry. Olson formed R.K.O & 
Associates to utilize his manufacturing 
technical and visionary skills to take on a 
North American industry association 
leadership role. He has worked with 
major industries, public conglomerates, 
private companies and government 
agencies in the development of higher 
performance for codes, manufacturing, 
installation and long-term performance 
for public works and the building 
industry. Olson has served over 40 years 
as an advocate of codes, standards, 
manufacturing and regulatory and 
legislative development for public works 
and the building industry, lobbying and 
advancing code-related initiatives in state, regional and national forums. This has resulted in 
product development, improved construction standards, labor reform, OSHA and regulatory 
reform, better building codes, energy savings, and long-term progress on building performance 
issues. He has worked with small privately owned businesses and multi-national industry groups 
to help advance sustainable growth opportunities and long-term performance for underground 
infrastructure and construction and building in the U.S. 

President of Spec-Industries, 1991 to current 

Spec-Industries Inc. is a locally owned family business established in 1922 by Olson’s 
grandfather, Hugh Ford. The business, located in Eugene, Oregon, provided quality concrete 
products for public works projects throughout Oregon and Southwest Washington for 95 years 
before being acquired in late 2017 by Oldcastle Infrastructure a CRH subsidiary from Ireland. At 
one point, with four major facilities and more than 200 employees, Spec-Industries was the 
largest producer of concrete pipe, storm water components and manholes in the Pacific 
Northwest. In later years it broadened to include water works, field inspection for inflow and 
infiltration (I&I), and concrete roofing tiles to serve the greater Northwest markets. 

Olson started his career at Spec-Industries in 1971, working summers in production, quality 
control, and delivery. From 1977 to 1979, Olson was sales coordinator for Spec-Industries 
concrete pipe, water works and field television and I&I inspection projects. After a training 
period in California, Olson returned to Spec-Industries in 1979 to help in the extensive plant 
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expansion to accommodate a large pressure sewer project in Eugene that included six miles of 
large-diameter reinforced concrete pipe (RCP). For 10 years, he served as the Vice President of 
Sales and Engineering and helped expand the waterworks, precast pipe and products and the 
startup of the concrete roofing tile manufacturing facility. He joined the executive management 
team at Spec-Industries in 1991, serving as the company’s CEO and then in 2009 as its President. 

President, Tile Roofing Industry Alliance, 1991 to current 

In his capacity as President and Technical Director of the Tile Roofing Industry Alliance 
(formerly the Tile Roofing Institute and National Tile Roofing Manufacturers Association), Olson 
has been a leader in developing and growing the concrete and clay roof tile markets in North 
America. This has included extensive work in the development of building codes and standards, 
field performance and legislative efforts to improve the construction industry. Olson developed 
national recognized training programs that currently certify more than 1,000 attendees 
(contractors, specifiers and code officials) each year. Olson works with the top 20 builders and 
40 largest roofing contractors in the USA to help expand the commercial and residential needs in 
North America while addressing the important initiatives of the building industry. 

Marley Roof Tiles USA, 1989-1991 

As a result of the economic slowdown in 1989, Spec-Industries sold portions of the company, 
including the company’s concrete roof tile manufacturing. Olson was recruited by Marley PLC in 
England to oversee that company’s four US tile operations to help create a program to increase 
efficiencies, performance, quality and bottom-line profitability in the USA. Initially hired as Vice 
President of Manufacturing and IT for US operations, Olson subsequently was elevated to the 
presidency of Marley Roof Tiles USA. There he increased Marley’s overall financial performance, 
manufacturing efficiencies and significant market share improvement through training, 
marketing and manufacturing excellence of the company. This led to the acquisition of Marley 
Roof Tile by the world’s largest manufacturer of roofing tiles, Redland PLC, in the summer of 
1991. 
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JOB-RELATED TECHNICAL & MANAGERIAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

In the late 1970s, Spec-Industries was presented with a major challenge and opportunity – 
supplying pipe for the construction of a six-mile long, 60- inch,72-inch and 84-inch diameter 
concrete sewer interceptor to serve the rapidly growing Eugene-Springfield area. Olson, who 
was working in the San Francisco Bay Area to develop his leadership skills, returned home to 
take on a new role helping the company meet the challenges of supplying concrete sewer pipe 
for this huge project, using the skills he had just honed as production manager at the country’s 
leading pipe manufacturer, Ameron Pipe, a company that had been awarded numerous  major 
contracts supplying reinforced concrete pipe (RCP) in California’s Bay Area. His ability to apply 
the leadership skills he learned early in his career eventually helped him reconfigure Spec-
Industries to meet the changing demands of the future. 

Olson learned early on that the Pacific Northwest posed significant subsurface construction 
issues, and this led him to research and ultimately master public works specifications and 
infrastructure building codes. Through the Pacific Northwest Precast Concrete Association, 
APWA Oregon Chapter and Associated General Contractors, Olson networked to establish public 
works-related committees to focus on special needs in the Northwest.  Since 1981 Olson has 
been a voting member of the American Society for Testing and Materials for concrete pipe-
related standards and concrete roofing tiles. He has authored five ASTM standards and serves as 
a subcommittee chair with ASTM since 1991. 

In the early 1990s, Olson co-chaired the APWA Oregon Chapter Specification Committee with 
fellow member Paul Klope, and he was instrumental in creating a standard set of specifications 
used by the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) and APWA. This led to a more unified 
standard that was then accepted by almost all local jurisdictions, reducing confusion and 
increasing long-term performance of public works projects throughout Oregon.  

As Olson’s knowledge of concrete materials grew to 
include roofing tiles, he found a new set of challenges in 
the Southeast. When Hurricane Andrew tore through 
Florida in 1992, its destructive force wreaked havoc on all 
building construction. As a nationally recognized expert 
on tile roofs and steep-slope roof assemblies, Olson saw 
firsthand the need for updated specifications and building 
codes to improve the safety and performance of proper 
tile roof installations. The field investigations of 1992 led 
Olson to help develop a full new set of building standards 
for the Florida and Southern Building Code Congress in 
1998 that has been the benchmark of all new wind-related 
code development. A dozen years later the value of 
improved specifications and building codes was evident 
when most steep-slope roof assemblies with new code 
requirements, in particular tile roofs in the Sunshine State, 
withstood the pummeling of four hurricanes – Charlie, Frances, Ivan and Jeanne – all hitting in 
2004 and affecting over 15 million residents of Florida. His knowledge of building codes and on-
the-ground experience led directly to his appointment in an oversight role of the National Tile 
Roofing Manufacturers Association in 1991, the trade association for the roofing tile industry. 

  

Olson inspecting roof performance issues 
following Hurricane Charlie in 2004 
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Commitment to Advancing Others in Career or Profession 

Throughout his career, Olson has helped young engineers and professionals find their path to 
greater career success as well as personal growth and service to their communities through 
volunteerism. Olson’s involvement in professional organizations like the Pacific Northwest 
Precast Concrete Association (PNPCA), American Concrete Pipe Association, ASTM, Cascade 
Employers, AGC, and the national code bodies has enabled him to engage and mentor the growth 
of young leaders and aspiring leaders to greater capacities in the construction industry. Olson 
has worked with young graduates and new hires to provide guidance and leadership training. In 
his own company he has mentored over 60 key employees in the public works areas of concrete 
manufacturing and design. 

As President of the Tile Roofing Industry Alliance, Olson has worked with the presidents and 
senior management of every one of their member companies to help train, mentor and provide 
opportunities for advancement to key recruits and employees that members have hired. This has 
included group and one-on-one mentoring in all areas of management, codes, quality controls 
and performance, forward visioning and technical expertise. 

Rotary is one of the largest service-based organizations in the 
world with over 1.2 million members in 209 countries. Rotary’s 
community service efforts range from local to international 
projects that create sustainable long-term solutions to help 
solve issues such as clean drinking water, sanitation, 
education, medicine and peace initiatives. Olson has been a 
mentor and advocate for the good that Rotary can provide.  

As a Rotary Emerging Leader and graduate of the Rotary 
Leadership Academy, Olson has worked to help mentor 
Rotary leaders such as: Cindi O’Neil, District Governor Elect 
and co-owner of Solaire Home Builders in Bend, Oregon; 
Aimee Walsh, Executive Director of Directional Services of 
Oregon and a Rotary Emerging Leader; and David Figurate of US 
National Bank in Medford, Oregon. 

Olson has been a member of the 
Oregon APWA chapter since 1981 
(serving as president in 2008) and a 
member of the chapter’s Scholastic 
Foundation Board of Directors since 
2008. Olson served as Foundation 
treasurer from 2012 to 2019 where 
he was directly involved in helping 
more than 100 students receive 

scholarships and achieve their goals by providing sound financial management of the 
Foundation’s assets and encouraging outreach and connections to young scholars. Olson served 
in the chapter’s new member mentoring program and has worked with many members over the 
years on their professional growth.  
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INITIAL AND LIFELONG EDUCATION 
Commitment to Profession as Evidenced by Education, Training 

Olson graduated from Oregon State University in 1978 with a bachelor of science degree in 
mechanical engineering technology. While at OSU, he served as a volunteer firefighter and 
received his formal EMT III (paramedic training) certificate. While there he was involved in the 
Student Senate for the School of Engineering and an executive officer in his fraternity 

In 1978, he was part of a concrete pipe industry leadership training program that shared 
executives. Olson was partnered with Ameron Pipe in Hayward, California, where he served as a 
production manager for one of the largest pipe producers in the country to gain valuable 
experience in production, transportation, design and management skills. The company was 
producing significant product for Cal Tran and San Francisco Bay Area municipalities, including a 
five-year production order for a 120-inch RCP effluent line servicing the East Bay Area.  

As in all other aspects of his career, Olson’s education and training trajectory highlights his 
commitment to leadership. He has started at the entry level as an attendee, become a facilitator, 
moved up to being a presenter, and eventually graduated to curriculum developer. An example is 
Olson’s service for 25 years as a chair and member of the Oregon Chapter’s Conference 
Committee, strengthening the connection between public works professionals and corporate 
members (suppliers, contractors, consultants and exhibitors). Olson helped recruit corporate 
members and create a more connected and engaging conference experience for corporate 
members and public works professionals in public agencies. 

Certifications and Continuing Education 

An extensive list exemplifying Olson’s commitment to continuing education is attached as 
Appendix A. The list includes more than 200 examples of trainings, many of them designed to 
promote leadership, spanning more than four decades and ranging from APWA to Harvard 
Business School. Although not a registered engineer, Olson has accrued more than 200 
continuing education units (CEUs) from professional organizations such as APWA, AWWA and 
the Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues.  

PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
Publications 

As chapter President of Oregon APWA in 2008, Olson published quarterly columns in the chapter 
newsletter, often offering inspiration to the membership: 

“These engineers, public works professionals, consultants and local business people are 
truly the untold heroes we need to remember and thank. From restoring utilities to 
providing traffic control and reopening roads, to managing emergency contract work to 
get infrastructure back up and running, it is incredible how many tasks must be 
undertaken when a disaster strikes. It was amazing to hear how quickly needs arise and 
how rapidly these trained professionals were able to establish positive communications 
across political boundaries to meet very aggressive timelines for completion. We do not 
have to go nationwide to find our untold heroes; they exist here in Oregon on a daily 
basis.” 

Olson has been a featured writer for Architectural West (focused on design professionals) and 
Western Roofing (focused on roofing professionals) since 1991. Each year, he writes six articles 
for both publications. 
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He has written articles for Interface (roofing and building consultants), National Roofing 
Contractors Association (NRCA), Roofing Contractors and Florida Forum, and Builders 
Magazines for builders, designers and code officials. 

His published research papers include Miller, W. A., Olson R. and Graves, R., "The Equivalent 
Thermal Resistance of Tile Roofs with and without Batten Systems" Thermal Performance of the 
Exterior Envelopes of Buildings, XII, proceedings of ASHRAE THERM XII, Clearwater, FL., Dec. 
2013. 

Other writings include: 

• Hurricane reports from field investigations following hurricanes Andrew, Charlie, Wilma, 
Katrina and from hail investigations in Oklahoma and North Texas. 

• Studies on thermal performance of roof assemblies with concrete and clay tiles for Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory. 

• For the International Code Council, development of acceptance criteria and code revisions 
to the IRC and IBC codes for product, wind, fire and seismic concerns. 

• For the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO), 
development of product ratings and acceptance criteria including formal product 
approval programs for all concrete and clay roof tile manufacturers. 

• For the Tile Roofing Industry Alliance, Olson produced and published industry position 
papers, technical bulletins, and formal code-recognized installation guides for moderate 
and cold climate installations. 

• For Rotary International – Development of leadership training, membership, foundation, 
visioning and public image training content and presentations. Olson has been active in 
the development of his district’s leadership training assembly that has 44 seminars (four 
classes in 10 tracks that is held annually.  He also helped develop training program for 
Pacific Northwest Presidents-Elect Training that has over 700 attendees. 

• Provided leadership training, membership growth and connections to over 65 Rotary 
Clubs in Oregon plus five Rotaract Clubs, which engage young Rotarians between 18 and 
30 years of age. 

Presentations to Peers or Professional Meetings 

Olson has been a frequent presenter at professional meetings for each of the organizations in 
which he has been involved, ranging form concrete pipe design and standard specifications at 
Oregon APWA conferences to visioning and leadership trainings for Rotary International and 
other service organizations. A comprehensive list is provided in Appendix B. 

PROFESSIONAL INVOLVEMENT 

Olson has been an active member in numerous professional organizations over the course of his 
career. In every case his involvement has included leadership roles: 
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• Olson has been a member of 
APWA since 1981. His 
leadership roles in the APWA 
Oregon Chapter over an eight-
year period from 2002 through 
2009 include chapter president 
(2008), president-elect and 
immediate past president, 
secretary, treasurer, and 
director. 

• Among his committee roles in 
APWA, Olson served on the 
APWA Pipe User Group. This 
committee developed 
relationships with major 
jurisdictions such as the City of Portland to promote the inclusion of improved precast 
and cast in place construction practices and standards. 

• Olson served on the APWA Oregon Scholastic Foundation from 2008 through 2019, 
including eight years as Foundation treasurer. As treasurer, he managed more than 
$550,000 in Foundation assets and was directly instrumental in delivering more than 100 
scholarships totaling more than $200,000 to students at Oregon colleges and universities. 

• As a member of the Pacific Northwest Precast Concrete Association since 1981, Olson has 
been a past chair and served as a member of the government relations, technical 
code/standards and promotional committees. In the early 1990s PNPCA developed a 
formal technical installation and manufacturing training program designed and 
implemented for public works professionals. PNPCA took a “brown bag” seminar series to 
over 100 local municipalities in the state of Oregon to help improve the performance of 
public works projects. Some of this work was utilized by the American Concrete Pipe 
Association in later years. 

• Olson has been a member of Associated General Contractors, for many years participating 
in government relations and regulatory/safety issues. 

• At the Cascade Employers Association in Oregon Olson worked as a board member to help 
create a resource for private businesses in the areas of management training and pension 
plans. 

• Olson has been a member of the America Concrete Pipe Association for many years and 
was active on technical, government relations, and marketing initiatives. 

As discussed above, Olson is a nationally recognized as an expert on code-related aspects of 
public works, building, and, specifically, the use of concrete construction materials. The following 
is a list of his professional involvement in code development: 

• ASTM – Olson has been a member of numerous committees since 1979. He currently a 
member of C13 for concrete pipe, C17 for fibrous cement, C15 for Concrete and Clay Roof 
Tiles (chair), and D08 for roofing related materials. He developed, balloted and published 
five ASTM standards for building products 

• International Code Council (ICC) – Olson has been a member since 1980, focusing on 
residential and building codes. He served on ICC’s International Industrial Advisory Board 
for the growth of global building standards. He has prepared formal code revisions and 

Olson with APWA President Noel Thompson and 
Congressman Peter DeFazio in 2008 
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product approvals for manufacturing companies to meet acceptance criteria created by 
ICC-ES. 

• The International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, or IAPMO, 
coordinates the development and adaptation of plumbing, mechanical, swimming pool 
and solar energy codes to meet the specific needs of individual jurisdictions both in the 
United States and abroad. Olson has served on IAPMO’s national and international 
governing boards for the development of increased performance of construction 
materials. 

• Local code-related organizations and roofing contractor groups in Florida, Arizona, Texas, 
California, Colorado, Nevada Oregon and Washington have worked with Olson and 
building official organization to provide code-related training for sustainable building 
performance and the development of energy, wind, fire, seismic and cold weather codes. 

• Institute for Building and Home Safety (IBHS) – Olson served on the Industrial Advisory 
Board for improving building standards and helped develop full-scale wind, hail and fire 
related testing protocols. 

• Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues – Olson has been a member since 1989. 
He is past chair and has been an executive committee member for over 14 years. This 
origination brings academia, research, testing and industry together to share and create 
better building and design practices. RICOWI has been involved in the gathering of field 
data from every major hurricane and hail event in the USA since 1994. Olson has been 
involved in most of those investigative teams to learn first-hand how to develop better 
building practices for essential, commercial and residential construction. This has led to 
major national code changes in 1988 in areas most prone to weather events. In addition 
to wind and hail under RICOWI, Olson has created industry-based field evaluation teams 
to review building performance for the major earthquakes and fires in Californian since 
1991.  

• Cool Roof Rating Council – Formed in 2000, this organization has focused on the energy 
efficiency of roofing assemblies. Olson is currently the board chair, and has been the chair 
of the technical, random testing and visioning committees over the years. 

• Governmental Advocacy – Since 
2001, Olson has been making trips 
to Washington DC to lobby 
legislation in the areas of labor 
reform, energy performance, 
codes and OSHA regulations (most 
recently for silica-based 
regulations where he provided 
formal testimony to OSHA as one 
of two people selected to testify). 
In addition, he has done code-
related work with the California, 
Florida and Texas legislative 
process to help the construction 
industry. His recognition as an 
industry expert, has enabled him 
to engage and bring differing 
parties to the table to develop 
sustainable outcomes.  

Tile Roofing Industry Alliance members on Capitol Hill with 
President Rick Olson for 2019 Legislative Fly-In 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Olson has a rich history of membership and leader in social and community service 
organizations: 

• In 1986, Olson joined Rotary International, which has 1.2 million members in 209 
countries. He served as president of Rotary Club of Eugene, which has over 250 members, 
in 2011. Since then he has gone on to be District 5110 Assistant Governor (governing 10 
clubs), District 5110 Executive Assistant Governor (governing 16 Assistant Governors), 
and District 5110 Governor (presiding over 67 Rotary Clubs in Oregon). 
Through Rotary Olson has had extensive leadership and facilitating training experiences 
and provided training, mentoring and grant opportunities to members, young 
professionals and youth programs in high school and college-based programs. He has 
served on most committees at Rotary’s district level. Global grant programs help achieve 
clean water, sanitation, housing, medical, educational and sustainable community 
humanitarian assistance. 

• He served on the board of the Sister Theodore Marie Society (PeaceHealth Sacred Heart 
Medical Foundation)  

• He was a board member and Past Chair of Junior Achievement of Lane County  
• Boy Scouts – Assistant Scout master, Troop Committee Chair from 1994-2004 for his two 

sons’ Scout troop. He helped achieve 90% troop completion to Eagle Scout recognition. 
• Oregon Special Olympics – Track and Field Oregon Meet Committee Board from 1980-

1989, helping over 700 athletes compete. 
• Active 20/30 International from1978-1986 – Focus on children for community service 

and global impact; served as Club President, Regional Director, Governor, National 
Director, International Board and World Council Board. 

• Eugene Club Member, Past President, treasurer, and secretary - Joined in 1986, President 
in 2012, also served as Membership chair, Foundation chair (with Kurt Corey) and 
Strategic Planning Chair. 

• Rotary D5110 – Served on Membership, Strategic Planning, Foundation committees.  
District Assistant Governor, Executive Assistant District Governor, District Governor 

• 4H – Active in supporting children and future generations through 4H livestock programs. 

AWARDS 

Rick Olson received the Bowes Award, Oregon APWA’s 
highest individual honor, in 2009. The Bowes Award has 
been given annually since 1978 to honor a chapter member 
for distinguished service to the chapter which results in 
improvement, growth and public recognition of Oregon 
APWA and its members. 

“In selecting the Bowes Award recipient, I was looking 
for someone in the chapter who has given long, 
continuous, and outstanding service to the chapter,” 
said Terry Chamberlin, who presented the award to 
Olson. “Rick is someone who has been involved a long 
time in heading up the conference exhibitor shows, 
which are a very important key to the success of each 
conference. Rick is always willing to help and he’s a 
person you want to have around.” Olson with Bowes Award in 2009 
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In 2003, Olson earned the Oregon 
Chapter’s Gizmo Award. While not an 
achievement award in the traditional 
sense, the Gizmo nonetheless is an 
important function of the chapter, and 
those who receive it help raise 
thousands of dollars for scholarships 
given by the chapter's Scholastic 
Foundation. 

Olson received awards for Sparkplug 
(1983) and Outstanding New Member 
(1980) from the Eugene Active 20/30 
Club. 

He received the Award for Emerging 
Rotary Leader in 2014. 

 

  

Olson staffs an exhibit at an Oregon APWA conference 

Olson and his wife, Barbara, enjoy golf game 
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Rick Olson Presentations 
APWA  

• Concrete Pipe Design, APWA fall conference (1998) 
• Disaster Response/Preparedness – APWA Spring (2004) 
• APWA Joint Specification design manual promotions at chapter conferences, followed up by visits 

to about 15 smaller municipalities for adoption as the current standard. 
Rotary International 

• Forward Visioning to assist organizations in developing strategic planning for growth. 
• Leadership Trainings from 2013 to 2019. These trainings were for committee chairs, club 

leadership, district committee chairs and district leadership.  
PNPCA 

• Concrete Pipe Design Short Course from 1983 to1985 presented 1-hour course to over 30 design, 
public and private agencies. 

• Manufacturing and Quality Control presentations for Oregon APWA Short Schools, 1985 to 1989  
• Pipe User Group, focusing on design and use of concrete pipe with presentations at ODOT, City of 

Portland, Salem, Corvallis, Albany, Eugene, Roseburg, Medford. 
Tile Roofing Industry 

• Industry Forum Events – The TRI held industry forums twice per year. As President Olson created 
the content, designed the presentations and was the main representor for at least 5 of the 8 hours 
of content per event from 1991 to 2015.  The forums covered training, technical, education, public 
image and government relations topics, and attendance ranged from 65 to 250 attendees. 

• Technical Trainings – From 1991 to 2007, Olson performed the certified contractor training 
course (8 hours) for certification to industry standards. There were 10 to 12 trainings per year, 
with class sizes ranging from 15 to 65 people. 

• Code Bodies – Presentations on codes, industry peers and vendors for product design, 
performance and roofing assembly needs from 1991 to present. 

• Testimony – In 2017 Olson presented and testified before the OSHA Subcommittee for Silica as 
one of two people selected from the country to testify on building construction issues. 

• Lobbying from 2003 to current includes Congressional presentations for building construction, 
workforce, energy and safety. Olson also has worked with legislative groups in Florida (1992) and 
California (2016) 

• Numerous speaking engagements from 1991 to current to local building/code related groups, 
NAHB chapters, roofing contractor organizations  

• National Roofing Contractors – International Roofing Expo (2008)  
• RICOWI – Presenter on technical issues related to building construction at seminars and 

conferences from 1995 to present. 
• Cool Roof Rating Council – Presenter at conferences on visionary planning, leadership, mentoring, 

governance and generational transition. 
P.E.O Philanthropic Educational Association  

• Key note speaker for their 2015 State Convention – Generational Challenges – over 600 in 
attendance.  

• Key Note speaker for P.E.O Luncheons – 125 in attendance in 2019 
Sister Theodore Marie Society –  

• Speaker for raising funds for the Peace Health Network. 
Active 20/30 Club 

• Presented topics on leadership, visioning, fundraising, membership and governance to local, 
National, International and World Council gatherings (1981-1984). 

Appendix A 
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Rick Olson Training, Certifications, Continuing Education 
1971 American Red cross – Advanced Lifesaving Training Certificate 
1977 ACPA – management training (3 Days) 

APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 
 EMT III certification renewal 
1978  Arthur Bornstein Memory School (3 days)  

American Red Cross – Advanced Life Saving/Advanced First Aid trainer certification 
 EMT III certification renewal 
1979  Active 20/30 – Emerging Leader Training (3 days)  
 EMT III certification renewal 
1980  Harvard Business School Short Course Leadership and Management (3 days) 
 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 
 PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
 Active 20/30 – Emerging Leader Training (3 days)  
1981 ACPA – management training (3 days) 

APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 
 ASTM - leadership training 
 PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
 Active 20/30 International Leader Training (3 days) 
 Junior Achievement Board Training (8 hours) 
1982 ACPA – Production Short Course (3 days) 
 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 
 AWWA – spring/fall – (4 CEU) 
 PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 

Active 20/30 National/International Leader Training (3 days)  
Junior Achievement Board Training 8 hours 

1983 ACPA – Engineering and Marketing Short Courses – 3 days 
 AWWA – spring/fall (4 CEU) 

APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 
 PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 

Active 20/30 National/International Leader Training (3 days)  
Junior Achievement Board Training (8 hours) 

1984    ACPA – Management & Safety Short Courses (3 days) 
 AWWA – spring/fall (4 CEU) 

APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU)  
PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
Active 20/30 International – World Council Leader Training (3 days)  
Junior Achievement Board Training (8 hours) 

1985  APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 
ACPA – Marketing, design Leadership Short Courses (3 days) 

Appendix B 
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 PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
Junior Achievement Board Training (8 hours) 

1986  APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 
ACPA - Design, Production Short Courses (3 days) 

 PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
Junior Achievement Board Training (8 hours) 

1987 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 
Rotary Leadership Training Seminars – Foundation and Leadership Growth 
ACPA – Marketing, Sales Short Courses (3 days) 

 PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
1988 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Rotary Leadership Training Seminars- Global Grants 
ACPA – Marketing, Sales Short Courses (3 days) 

 PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
1989  APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
1990 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
 AGS Safety and Government Seminars 
 Cascade Employers – HR and pension training 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
1991 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
 AGS Safety and Government Seminars 
 Cascade Employers – HR and pension training 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Boy Scouts of America – Training, Assistant Scout Master 
1992 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

International Code Council – Regulatory/Codes training 
 PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
 AGS Safety and Government Seminars 
 Cascade Employers – Managers Training 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
 Boy Scouts of America – Training, Assistant Scout Master 
1993 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

International Code Council – Regulatory/Codes training 
 Southern Building Code Congress - Regulatory/Codes training 
 Building Officials Congress Association (BOCA) - Regulatory/Codes training 
 PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
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 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
 RICOWI – Field Investigation Training for Wind Event Research (8-hour course) 
1994 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

American Society of Association Execs – Management/Effective Leadership seminar  
Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  

 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
 Boy Scouts of America – Training, Committee Chair 
1995 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
 Boy Scouts of America – Training, Committee Chair 
1996 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

PNPCA – Conferences summer/winter 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
 Boy Scouts of America – Training, Committee Chair 
1997 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
 Boy Scouts of America – Training, Committee Chair  
1998 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
 Boy Scouts of America – Training, Committee Chair 
1999 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
 Boy Scouts of America – Training, Committee Chair 
2000 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
 Boy Scouts of America – Training, Committee Chair 
2001 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
 Boy Scouts of America – Training, Committee Chair 
2002 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
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 Boy Scouts of America – Training, Committee Chair 
2003 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2004 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2005 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2006 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2007 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2008 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2009 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2010 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2011 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Rotary Pacific Northwest Presidents Leadership Training (4 Days) 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2012 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Rotary International training (Bangkok Thailand) Leadership Training  
 Rotary Pacific Northwest Presidents Leadership Training (4 Days) 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2013 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Rotary Pacific Northwest Presidents Leadership Training (4 Days) 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2014 APWA spring/fall conference technical sessions (4 CEU) 

Rotary Leadership Academy (9-month online course on developing leadership) 
 Rotary Pacific Northwest Presidents Leadership Training (4 Days) 
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 Rotary Zone Institute Leadership Training (4 Days) 
 Rotary Emerging Leader Training Zone (5 days) 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
 
2015 APWA spring conference technical sessions (2 CEU) 
 Rotary Pacific Northwest Presidents Leadership Training (4 Days) 
 Rotary Zone Institute Leadership Training (4 Days) 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2016  APWA fall conference technical sessions (2 CEU) 
 Rotary Pacific Northwest Presidents Leadership Training (4 days) 
 Rotary Zone Institute Leadership Training (4 Days) 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2017 Rotary Pacific Northwest Presidents Leadership Training (4 days) 
 Rotary Zone Institute Leadership Training (4 days) 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2018 Rotary Pacific Northwest Presidents Leadership Training (4 days) 
 Rotary Zone Institute Leadership Training (4 days) 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2019 Rotary Pacific Northwest Presidents Leadership Training (4 days) 
 Rotary Zone Institute Leadership Training (4 days) 
 Rotary International Leadership Training (Hamburg Germany, 6 days) 
 Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues, spring and fall (4 CEU)  
 Cool Roof Rating Council – spring and fall training seminars 
2020 Rotary Pacific Northwest Presidents Leadership Training (4 days) 
 



ib The Brightup Group LLC

Craig S. Brightup

February 11, 2020

Top Ten  Public Works Leaders of the Year Awards Program

American Public Works Association

1200 Main Street, Suite 1400
Kansas City,  MO 64105-2100

Re:   Rick Olson, Oregon Chapter Nominee

Dear Award Committee Members:

This is to enthusiastically support Rick Olson's nomination by the Oregon Chapter of the APWA for a
"National Top 10 Public Works Leader Award."  As a lobbyist in Washington, DC, I've represented the

Tile Roofing Industry Alliance (TRl), of which Rick is President, for the past decade.

Rick has been a tireless advocate for TRl, assembling a team of leading manufacturers and contractors

that come to Washington at least once a year to visit with Members of Congress, Executive Branch
officials and other major associations.   In so doing,  Rick has spearheaded efforts with the Dept. of

Energy to improve building energy-efficiency metrics and with Congress to make building energy-

efficiency tax incentives more practicable.

Under Rick's leadership, TRI  is also a founding member the Construction  Industry Safety Coalition (CISC),

which consists of 25 construction associations including the American  Road and Transportation Builders

Association.  TRl helped draft CISC's comments to OSHA on the silica in construction standard, and  Rick

testified at OSHA's hearing on the standard in addition to submitting TRl's comments to the docket.

Rick is involved in work force development, too, making Capitol  Hill visits to boost support for career and

technical education to help fill the need for more skilled workers.   In conjunction with this effort, he has

promoted TRl's collaboration with organizations such as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and National
Association of Home Builders to create a new guest-worker visa program that would augment workforce
needs for the entire construction industry and public works projects.

This is just a brief summary of Rick's work on federal issues and l'd be happy to answer any questions or

provide more information!

Sincerely,

8  E Street,  SE  .  Washington,  DC  20003  .  T  202.827.3352  .  C  202.658.6448
craig@thebrightupgroup.com  .  www.thebrightupgroup.com



 
 
February 17, 2020 
 
Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year Awards Program 
American Public Works Association 
1200 Main Street, Suite 1400 
Kansas City, MO 64105-2100 
 
Re: Rick Olson, Oregon Chapter Nominee  
 
Dear Award Committee Members: 
 
As a business owner, I understand that true success is caring about the success of those we employ, 
while also pursuing a professional career that embodies personal business goals.  Rick Olson’s 
mentorship has helped me integrate the values of Rotary, my passion for building energy efficient homes 
with my future leadership role as District Governor in 2020-21. 
 
My husband, Mike and I are co-owners of SolAire Homebuilders in Bend, Oregon. We have been 
building quality custom homes in Central Oregon since 1995. From the very first, SolAire has integrated 
passive solar design, energy efficient homes, and healthy indoor living into the familiar form of traditional 
custom home. Our company was recently honored with the 2019 Excellence Award for Green Builder of 
the Year.  
 
I am also active in Rotary International, where I am currently District Governor-Elect. Rick has been my 
mentor as I take on increased leadership responsibilities in Rotary. He embodies Rotary’s motto of 
“Service Above Self.”  
 
Rick is an outstanding mentor for those he brings forward for leadership in our Rotary District. He leads 
this effort by promoting transparent selection of emerging leaders, supporting leaders with appropriate 
training for success, as well as personal advice and information sharing to ensure new leaders reach 
their full potential.  He works to adjust Rotary processes to fit those leaders looking to balance 
volunteerism with their work in both the public and private sector.  He has been a tremendous source of 
advice and consistently shares critical information with me as I move to replace him as District Governor 
this July 2020.  This is a selfless, time consuming, leadership act of generosity.  On the other hand he 
willingly invites involvement from those who will follow him and carefully considers continuity of 
leadership, instead of a one-year-at-a-time approach to leading our District.   He has extraordinary 
integrity and honesty in all his dealings with others in our Rotary District and in his business dealings. 
 
Rick Olson is very deserving of APWA’s Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year Award because of 
his genuine dedication to lifting up others to further the connection between public works and the 
volunteer community. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cindi O’Neil 
SolAire Homebuilders  
Rotary District Governor Elect 2020-21 
coneil@solairehomebuilders.com 
541-480-8848 Cell 

mailto:coneil@solairehomebuilders.com




  
 

 
 
Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year Awards Program 
American Public Works Association 
1200 Main Street, Suite 1400 
Kansas City, MO 64105-2100 
 
Re: Rick Olson, Oregon Chapter Nominee  
 
 
 
Dear Award Committee Members: 
 
I have known Rick Olson for several decades; he is a good man, leader 
and a great supporter of APWA. When I first met Rick, he was an 
exhibitor at one of our conferences. He took on the role of coordinating 
the exhibitors’ portion of our two annual conferences and performed that 
leadership role for many years. Rick was elected to the chapter board and 
worked his way to the executive committee and then served as the 
Chapter President in 2008.  He had a steady hand and a calm voice of 
thoughtful direction when the chapter went through some difficult 
financial times. When Rick left the board, the chapter was is a much 
stronger financial position while it grew in providing educational 
opportunities to our members. 
 
In 2009 Rick received the Oregon Chapter’s highest award, the William 
A. Bowes Service Award.  This was for his many years of service to the 
Oregon Chapter. 
 
After serving on the chapter board, Rick was elected to the Oregon 
APWA Scholastic Foundation, where he has served for an extended 
period in the very important Treasurer position. When Rick came on the 
foundation, we had about $100,000 and 10 annual scholarships. With his 
help and guidance, the foundation has steadily grown to over $500,000, 
providing over 20 scholarships worth more than $30,000 annually.  
 
Rick supported the chapter’s Operations and Maintenance Short Schools 
which serve more than 300 operations personnel annually. He also 
supported and championed the chapter’s joint Northwest Public Works 
Leadership Institute with the Washington State Chapter, which continues 
to be a sold-out success to this day.  

www.oregon.apwa.net 
 
OREGON CHAPTER APWA 
2020 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT 
Mike Bisset 
City of McMinnville 
231 NE Fifth Street 
McMinnville, OR 97128 
Phone: (503) 434-7312 
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Tony Roos 
Kittelson & Associates 
851 SW 6th Ave 
Portland, OR 97204 
Phone: (503) 535-7444 
 
SECRETARY 
Ashley Cantlon 
Otak, Inc. 
808 SW 3rd Ave., Ste. 800 
Portland, OR 97204 
Phone: (503) 415-2306 
 
TREASURER 
John Lewis  
City of Oregon City 
625 Center Street 
Oregon City, OR 97045 
Phone: (503) 496-1545 
 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
Gordon Munro 
Tetra Tech, Inc. 
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NATIONAL DELEGATE 
Dan Boss 
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9270 SW Ibach Ct 
Tualatin, OR 97062 
Phone: (503) 989-6193 
 
DIRECTORS 
Tim Blackwood 
Pali Consulting, Inc. 
1419 Washington St, Ste. 101 
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Phone: (503) 502-0820 
 
Kaaren Hofmann 
City of Newberg 
414 E. First Street 
Newberg, OR 97132 
Phone: (503) 537-1223 
 
Russ Norton 
Quincy Engineering, Inc. 
200 Hawthorne Ave SE, Ste E-530 
Salem, OR 97301 
Phone: (503) 763-9995 
 
Doug Singer 
City of Eugene 
99 E. Broadway, Ste. 400 
Eugene, OR 97401 
Phone: (541) 682-8460 
 
Chase Welborn 
3J Consulting 
9600 SW Nimbus Ave, Ste. 100 
Beaverton, OR 97008  
Phone: (503) 946-9365 x215 
 
Shannon Williams 
Keller Associates, Inc. 
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Bend, OR 97708-6898   
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American Public Works Association 
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Rick has been very involved in his local community in many arenas. To 
highlight one, he has been a Rotarian for many years, not only doing 
good work in his community but he has also taken on a regional role as 
the District Governor promoting philanthropic project across the 
Northwest.  In addition to his work with APWA and community groups 
Rick has been involved with a trade association investigating damage and 
failures from hurricanes of infrastructure and roofing systems, making 
recommendations to industry leaders reducing future damage in our 
communities. 
 
I think very highly of Rick Olson, I’m happy to call him a friend and a 
valued colleague.  He has dedicated many years to APWA and the public 
works field. He would be a great choice for the Top Ten Public Works 
Leaders of the year Award. 
 
If I can answer any follow-up questions please don’t hesitate to contact 
me. 503-692-1182 or Dboss56@frontier.com  
 
Sincerely 
 
Daniel J. Boss 
 
Oregon Chapter Delegate 
Retired Director, City of Tualatin Oregon 
Past Top Ten Award Winner 
Past Oregon Chapter President 
Past Oregon Scholastic Foundation President 
Past Bowes Award Recipient 

mailto:Dboss56@frontier.com


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year Awards Program 
 
American Public Works Association 
1200 Main Street, Suite 1400 
Kansas City, MO 64105-2100 
 
Re: Rick Olson, Oregon Chapter Nominee  
 

Dear Award Committee Members: 

Rick Olson exudes honor and leadership in every interaction. My experiences with Rick revolve around 
his role with the Tile Roofing Industry Alliance (TRI), where he has consistently shown exceptional 
leadership and mentoring skills. One fine example is the time he led the change of primary evaluation 
service provider companies for TRI. Rick’s clear vision of the codes and standards associated with roof 
tile allowed him to anticipate the necessity of making a change and to lead his member companies 
through that change.   

Rick has excelled technically, as well. He coordinates the expertise necessary to update the Tile Roofing 
Installation Manual every three years. The code requirements change, and Rick keeps the document up 
to date, which supports the use of tile.      

Rick tirelessly helps those who ask. He has certainly helped me.   

 

Richard Beck 

 

 
 
 



February 28, 2020 

  
321 1st avenue east, suite 3a phone: 541-926-2428 
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Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year Awards Program 
American Public Works Association 
1200 Main Street, Suite 1400 
Kansas City, MO 64105-2100 

Re: Rick Olson, Oregon Chapter Nominee  

Dear Award Committee Members: 

Reece & Associates, Inc. stands for integrity and honesty embodied by the loyal employees and 
the long list of repeat clients who consider us partners in their endeavors.  These are the hallmarks 
of our success and the strength of our survival.  When I look for business partners, either clients 
or vendors, I value the ethical way in which they run their companies and conduct themselves as 
honest and trustworthy individuals.  Yes, I am an Eagle Scout. I guess it shows and that is why I 
knew from the first day I met Rick Olson we would become fast friends and partners in business 
relationships and in saving the world.    

Because of my experience as a Boy Scout and Boy Scout leader it was a natural and easy 
transition to become truly immersed in the ideals of Rotary International and the Core Values for 
which they stand. Rick and I officially met through our common bond of being Rotarians. Being 
prepared isn’t enough for people like Rick Olson and myself. We are determined to do our best in 
everything we participate in, and we strive to live the Four Way Test just as an Eagle Scout would 
live the Scout Oath.  Rick and I became better aquatinted through our Rotary District 5110 
leadership roles over the past 10 years. I am a past District Governor and Rick is the current 
District Governor. These roles require a commitment of family and business for a 9-year period 
and during this time our friendship and appreciation for servant leadership has grown. I respect 
his giving attitude and his ability to share wisdom through the volunteer boards on which he has 
served and his mentorship to the new leaders in our district. 

Rick’s business is supplying materials to the public works world in which my civil engineering 
practice designs and specifies construction items for the development of infrastructure to make 
the world a better place and to that end Rick and his business have been very much a part of 
raising the bar for excellence in quality control and assurance. 

I am recommending Rick Olson as one of APWA’s Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year 
Award, because of his dedication to “Service Above Self” and the tireless work he has done to 
make the world a truly better place.  

Sincerely, 
Reece & Associates, Inc. 

 
David J Reece, PE  
Principal Engineer 
Rotary District Governor 2016-17 
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