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Håfa Adai! I’m Raeziel Casas and I’m 
going into my senior year as a civil 
engineering student at the 
University of Portland. I am a 
member of a few honor societies at 
school, including Alpha Lambda 
Delta and Tau Beta Pi. I’ll be sure to 
keep myself busy this school year by 
working the research desk in our 
library, helping peers as a math and 
engineering tutor, and being more 
involved in our cultural clubs.  
 
Within the recent years, I have 
strengthened my skills through 
engineering internships within a 
local government water bureau and 
a private consulting firm. Both 
experiences have allowed me to 
understand the depths that various 
aspects of a project undergo in 
respect to the civil engineering sector. It’s important we can view the phases of design, 
permitting, and construction as an entirely interconnected process, and I’m very lucky to 
have witnessed that early in my career as a young engineer. I am looking forward to joining 
the workforce after my senior year, or perhaps continuing my education with either a 
structural or water resource emphasis. 
 
Coming all the way from Guam, my journey hasn’t been easy, but I am thankful for all the 
challenges that have come my way so far. I would like to thank APWA for helping to 
support my educational endeavors and believing in my abilities as an aspiring engineer. I 
also want to give thanks to all my mentors at the University of Portland, as well as at the 
Guam Waterworks Authority and KPFF Consulting Engineers for all their patience and 
guidance as I continue to learn the skills and knowledge towards professional excellence.  
 
Once again, I am humbled by my school’s recommendation and the scholarship offered by 
APWA. I appreciate all your help and hope to give back to our youth someday as well! 
 


