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Thank you to the APWA for the 
generous scholarship. At a time of 
great economic turmoil, the 
scholarship will make a meaningful 
impact in my education track. 
 
I am a student at Portland State 
University’s Master of Urban and 
Regional Planning program. I also 
work in the Campus Sustainability 
Office as a data analyst. As a planner, 
I am specifically interested in the 
intersection between land use, 
transportation, and housing. Public 
works projects in transportation sit 
right at the center of those interests. 
My interest in the field came after 
completing the Land Use Leadership 
Fellowship through 1000 Friends of Oregon, examining the Southwest Corridor Light Rail. 
Following that program, I continued to volunteer, supporting the No More Freeways efforts 
to seek a restorative justice outcome for the Rose Quarter freeway expansion. I also 
volunteered with Portland For Everyone as we worked to update city zoning laws to allow 
for more housing options in residential zones. These experiences were formative and 
helped me determine I wanted to be in this world professionally. 
 
As a student, my work in these issues continued. Class projects included partnerships with 
the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability and Prosper Portland to understand commercial 
displacement concerns related to the Southwest Corridor Light Rail and a project through 
the Transportation and Education Resource Center (TREC) to examine the impact of the 
built environment on E-scooter parking compliance. The through line in these projects for 
me is the intersection of our many systems coming together in public spaces and programs; 
it is imperative that our public infrastructure support the health and well-being of all 
community members. 
 
Lastly, I am an active user of transportation infrastructure in its many forms. In an average 
week, I will bus, MAX, walk, bike, and rideshare; I also drive occasionally. Together, this 
broad experience helps me think about mobility in a more expansive way. I experience the 
difference of commuting by bicycle on a protected bike lane versus a high-stress route. My 
future planning work will continue to integrate my personal and professional experiences 
as we build sustainable transportation infrastructure that is connected to all of a 
community’s needs. I thank APWA again for supporting me on this path. 


