
Oregon APWA Scholastic Foundation Minutes, April 2, 2021     Page 1 
PO Box 6898, Bend, OR 97708-6898   541.994.3201    oregon.apwa.net  
 

APWA Oregon Chapter 
Scholastic Foundation 

 

Foundation Board Minutes 
April 2, 2021, And E-Votes  

on April 6 and April 12, 2021 
Location: Virtual meeting using Microsoft Teams  
Minutes (action items in bold italics; individual assignments highlighted in yellow) 

Attending: President Terry Song, Vice President Matt MacRostie, Treasurer Sue Nelson, Secretary 
Eric Jones, Directors Delora Kerber, Ken Stoneman, and Todd Watkins, Chapter Board members Tony 
Roos and Mike Bisset, and Chapter Scholarship Chair Laurie Allen. 
 
Call to Order: Terry Song convened the meeting at 9:04 a.m. A quorum of Directors was present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Eric Jones presented minutes of Board meetings and actions on Jan. 22, 2021, Feb. 12 and Feb. 16, 
2021, and March 12, 2021. The Board moved, seconded and unanimously approved the minutes. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Sue Nelson presented the Treasurer’s report dated April 2, 2021. As of March 31, 2021, the Foundation 
had assets totaling $715,594 ($126,177 in cash, $589,417 in investments, and no liabilities). 
 
After reviewing the Excel spreadsheets developed by former treasurer Rick Olson, Nelson recommended 
staying with Excel rather than moving to QuickBooks. Signatory authority updates are still in process.  
 
Nelson spoke to several discussion items in her report: 

• The Dave Vargas tribute account has reached $10,000. Song will talk to the Vargas family about 
their desires on where a scholarship should be created. The Finance Committee will affirm that 
the Vargas account will start accruing its share of investment earnings. The Finance Committee 
also will develop a schedule for reviewing tribute accounts to ensure the appropriate level of 
scholarship is offered for each account. Regarding the Century West account, MacRostie said the 
company will decide by the end of the year whether to bring the account to the $10,000 level. 

• Regarding a question about the level of support the Chapter might offer the Foundation in 2021, 
Chapter President Tony Roos said the most likely sources of donations to the Foundation would 
likely come from a share of conference proceeds and whatever is raised by the Gizmo auction. 

• There was discussion about options for increasing earnings from the cash balance in the Key 
Bank checking account. Nelson said she would further review options, including moving some of 
the checking account cash to a savings account, or laddered CDs, or other options. 

Kerber moved to accept the Treasurer’s report, Jones seconded, Board unanimously approved. 
  
Insurance Update 
Anne Hassenstab and Ed Barclay from Ward Insurance presented information to the Board about options 
for various types of insurance. The main recommended products are directors and officers (D&O) liability, 
employment practices liability (EPL), and cyber insurance. Hassenstab estimated a package of these 
coverages, with $1,000 retention, would cost the Foundation approximately $800 a year. Board members 
asked if it was common for a nonprofit to purchase insurance for board members (vs having them buy 
“umbrella” coverage on their own); Barclay said that was the industry standard. Board members said the 
annual cost seemed reasonable, given the amount of the Foundation’s assets, and especially since the 
Foundation’s administrative costs are a very small percentage of overall annual gain. Song will get a 
written quote from Ward Insurance as bring it back to the Board for review and action.  
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2021 Scholarship Update 
Allen said she has received her first applicant recommendation, from George Fox University. However, 
GFU is unable to find a student suitable for the Veteran’s Scholarship (GFU is the 2021 designated 
school in the rotation). On April 6, Song moved, Watkins seconded, a motion to move the Vet’s 
Scholarship to Clackamas Community College for 2021 in the absence of a George Fox candidate, 
and defer George Fox to 2022 in the rotation. The motion passed unanimously by e-vote. 
 
On April 12, Song moved, Roos seconded a motion to waive the residency requirement for a 
student at Southwestern Oregon Community College who has lived in Oregon for 7 months and 
intends to transfer to OSU. The motion passed unanimously by e-vote. 
 
Committee Reports 
Operations, Succession Planning and Process Improvements - Jones and Kerber (Bylaws 
Subcommittee) had no new information to report 
Finance Committee – in addition to the action items listed under the Treasurer’s report, Rick Olson 
previously said he would draft a financial policy for the Board’s review and approval; the policy would 
essentially state that, at a minimum, no electronic transfers of funds are allowed without verbal 
confirmation of three Foundation officers.  
Strategic Planning – MacRostie is working on a process to contact past scholarship recipients, using a 
tracking spreadsheet that will combine online information about scholarship recipients with data supplied 
by Laurie Allen. The goal is to have each Board member responsible for contacting several past 
recipients. MacRostie will also draft a “script” for board members that will include a purpose statement. 
Scholarship Criteria Review and Update – Todd Watkins discussed his review of scholarship applications 
and updates (such as fillable PDF forms) designed to make it easier for students to apply and for 
academic advisors and APWA’s Scholarship Committee to review and process standardized forms. He 
noted several questions: 

• Should references to “women and minorities” be expanded to be more inclusive? Song mentioned 
that our pending insurance review might inform this issue. 

• Why does University of Portland have supplemental questions, which none of the other schools 
have? Allen will check with UP staff to see if they still want these supplemental questions. 

• Should we incorporate more of APAO’s branding on our joint APWA-APAO scholarship 
applications? Perhaps John Hickey from APAO might have some ideas. 

Watkins met with Oregon Association of County Engineers & Surveyors, which is finding few takers for 
training scholarships, similar to our experience with the Dan Boss tribute account. Board members noted 
marketing and operational issues with training scholarships. Watkins suggested that perhaps APWA and 
OACES could offer a joint collegiate scholarship, either using the Foundation’s general fund or funds 
from the Boss account. Due to time constraints, the discussion will continue at a later date.  
 
Board Vacancy 
Song has contacted Dillon George, a member of the Chapter’s Young Professionals group. George is 
interested in serving on the Foundation Board in the position previously held by Gregg Weston and which 
runs through 2022. Foundation Board members were pleased to hear that a younger professional is 
interested. Song will ask George if he has plans to joint APWA (Foundation bylaws allow two members of 
the Board to be non-members). Song will continue to dialog with George and provide more information to 
Board members, with a goal of having a new Board member in place by the July meeting. 
 
2021 Meeting Schedule 
Friday, July 16, (joint meeting with Chapter Board) 
October (Fall Conference in Canyonville, tentative) 
December (TBD, conference call) 
 
Adjourn 
The Foundation board meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. Minutes recorded by Secretary Eric Jones 

http://oregon.apwa.net/PageDetails/2531

