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President’s 

Message 
By Gordon Munro, 2019 Oregon APWA 

President / Tetra Tech 

Here we are in September and the year is still going strong. I was 

hoping that the pace of work might follow the seasons and start to 

slack off, but it seems we are still full steam-ahead.  

We are changing to electronic voting this year. In late September all 

Oregon members with correct email addresses will receive a 

notification of the proposed slate of candidates for board member 

positions, and the voting will be open in early October. The results 

will be announced at the fall conference in Hood River, as well as 

the winter newsletter. The voting this year will also include 

modifications to the bylaws. This process is more inclusive and 

allows us to reach out to all the Oregon members. 

The education committee has been putting a lot of energy into 

creating a new class for “project management.” They are still 

adjusting, fine tuning and putting together the final product. This 

may roll out in 2020 or 2021. It promises to be a good educational 

experience. 

One of the issues that the Board has continually worked with has 

been educating the general public and elected officials about what 

public works really is. It has been a challenge as public works 

members typically do their work, do an exceptional job, but don’t do 

much talking about it. In fact, if we really do a good job most people don’t even notice us. It’s only when things go 

south that we get attention. However, we are taking steps to address this. Small steps at first, but steps 

nonetheless. We have developed booth material such large and small banners, and posters that can be used at 

conferences such as the League of Oregon Cities. We are looking at ways to develop public service 

announcements (PSAs) for standard public works tasks such as street sweeping or pipe line repair that can be 

linked to our web site. There is also a PSA in development that is aimed specifically at what APWA is all about.   

The National APWA Conference is in Seattle this year and was moved to early September from the usual August. 

The conference is attracting public works people from around the world including a contingent from Finland and 

another from Australia. Both groups wanted to visit Portland while over here, and I am happy to say that several 

APWA members and agencies have stepped up to help with their visit. Oregon City, West Linn and Portland, 

Clackamas County WES as well as staff members of WSP and Otak volunteered to assist. It is rare that the 

National Conference is in our backyard, and I hope that some of you are taking advantage of this. Perhaps I will 

see many of you in Seattle.  

Feel free to contact me, any of the officers or board members if you have ideas or thoughts for APWA (contact 

information link). 

Advertise to more than 800 Oregon 

public works professionals—right here! 

Contact the Communications 

Committee (alindsey@geoengineers.com) 
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By Brian Richardson, Oregon APWA Communications Committee / City of Eugene  

A project to replace a critical drinking water reservoir in the City of West Linn earned high praise from 

APWA National. APWA awarded the City of West Linn, Murraysmith, and Rotschy, Inc. with a Project of 

the Year Award for the Bolton Reservoir Replacement project. Representatives accepted the award at 

the annual PWX Conference in Seattle.  

 

“The City of West Linn is honored to be selected as the recipient of the 2019 Project of the Year 

Award,” said Erich Lais, West Linn Assistant City Engineer. “As a small agency, we don’t often have 

the opportunity to take on a large, complex and innovative project so it is quite exciting to be 

recognized by our peers for our efforts.” 

Read about the project on the following pages. 

City of West Linn Earns APWA 

Project of the Year Honors 
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Originally constructed in 1915, the 2.5-million-gallon 

Bolton Reservoir was an open finished drinking water 

reservoir. There had been several modifications to the 

reservoir over the years, including the replacement of a 

pump station in 1999.  

While the reservoir structure had served as the “hub” of 

the City’s water system for 100 years, the City had been 

documenting its safety, operational, and maintenance 

issues for more than 20 years. The primary concern was 

that the antiquated design did not meet current seismic 

codes, and inspections showed issues with the concrete 

and a floating cover was at the end of its service life.  

In 2008, the City made replacing the reservoir a high 

priority and funding became available in 2014—setting the 

challenge of replacing it in motion.  

SETTING THE STAGE 

Before the first mounds of dirt were ever moved, 

Murraysmith and the City wanted to find the ideal location. 

That meant evaluating 90 potential sites. While there were 

several viable locations, they ended up right back where 

they started—at the existing site. Although the original 

location offered a significant cost savings, it had some 

serious challenges including limited space, located above a 

steep slope within a large “ancient” landslide, and 

subsurface geology concerns. 

Constrained by water system operational requirements, 

optimal seasonal weather windows, and other public-

impact scheduling constraints, the City performed several 

months of “dry-run” system operations and testing to 

ensure they could provide adequate water service with the 

reservoir off-line. Also, before the reservoir could be taken 

out of service, pump capacity upgrades and a segment of 

the new transmission main needed to be in service.  

FROM THE GROUND UP 

While there were multiple parts that needed to be 

orchestrated on this project, the project team had some 

unique challenges cut out for them. 

Seismic  Concerns. To provide satisfactory seismic slope 

stability and control differential static settlements for the 

new reservoir 812 rammed aggregate piers (ranging from 9

- to 27-feet-deep were installed.) Other design 

improvements to increase seismic resiliency, the reservoir 

is partially buried to provide a long service life with low 

maintenance, and it is built as a strand-wound, circular, 

prestressed reservoir. The walks incorporated prestressed 

strands, vertical prestressed threadbars, and mild steel circumferential and vertical reinforcement. By keeping the walls 

in permanent biaxial compression, the reservoir can withstand thermal and seismic loads without cracking.  

Water Quality Requirements. If water in a storage facility becomes aged due to under-use or poor circulation, chlorine 

residuals will decline along with overall water quality. To minimize water degradation, the new reservoir piping included a 

passive hydrodynamic mixing system to provide complete mixing of water within the reservoir. The new pump station 

suction line was configured to draw directly from the reservoir. The design team also developed a mixing analysis to 

properly locate and size the mixing system. 

The Bolton Reservoir is the only gravity supply reser-

voir for the main pressure zone in West Linn. Remov-

ing and replacing a critical reservoir on the same site 

presented unique challenges that required detailed 

construction sequencing and design considerations to 

allow the City to remove it from the system during the 

new tank’s year-long construction period.    
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Challenging Site Constraints. Prior to construction, the City 

purchased two adjacent residential lots to provide for on-

site staging and stockpiling space for the project—saving 

more than 1,000 round-trip truck trips to bring in backfill. 

Located in the heart of a residential community, the 

reservoir needed to blend in with the community’s 

aesthetic. The design team ultimately settled upon an 

Exterior Insulation Finishing System (EIFS) to match 

architectural features of the Arch Bridge connecting West 

Linn to Oregon City. A first for the Pacific Northwest, the 

EIFS system was applied directly over the shotcrete 

exterior and then painted along with the tank. The result 

was a partially buried reservoir that addressed the 

aesthetic concerns of the neighborhood and fit into 

established local design motifs.  

The project team also had several environmental 

considerations, including protecting migratory birds, 

protecting Bolton Creek Tributary, retaining stands of Doug 

Firs, utilizing native plants, and maintaining access for trail 

users. 

Construction started in December 2015, with a required 

operational date of Memorial Day 2017, prior to the peak 

summer water demand season. Ultimately, the project was 

finished on time and within budget. The total cost of 

construction was $9.2 million and it was completed in 

December 2017. 
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Please welcome the 27 new members who 

have joined since May 2019. 

Learn more about membership benefits. Visit 

the Membership webpage (link) or 

Membership Chair Leslie Finnigan at 

lfinnigan@ufsrw.com. 

New Members 

Brion Barnett, Civil Engineer, City of 

Beaverton, (503) 526-2401 

Steve Brennan, Public Works Manager 

3, City of Beaverton, (503) 526-2401, 

sbrennan@BeavertonOregon.gov  

Trent Brickey, Engineering Tech II, City 

of Tigard, (503) 718-2686, 

trentb@tigard-or.gov 

 Brady Bullinger, Engineering Tech II, 

City of Tigard, (503) 718-2611, 

brady@tigard-or.gov  

Neil Burgess, County Engineer, 

Josephine County Public Works, (541) 

474-5460, 

nburgess@co.josephine.or.us  

Kindra Coggins, Senior Admin 

Supervisor, City of Albany, (541) 917-

7687, kindra.coggins@cityofalbany.net  

Colleen Cunningham, Portland Bureau 

of Transportation, 

Colleen.Cunningham@portlandoregon.

gov  

Sergey Dezhnyuk, Project Engineer, 

City of Beaverton, (503) 526-2401, 

sdezhnyuk@BeavertonOregon.gov  

Kristi Hayden, Management Analyst 2, 

City of Eugene, (541) 682-4848, 

khayden@eugene-or.gov  

Amy Jollett, Utility Supervisor, City of 

Sherwood, (503) 925-2300, 

jolletta@sherwoodoregon.gov  

Aaron Lee, Project Manager, City of 

Beaverton, (503) 526-2446, 

alee@beavertonoregon.gov  

Stephen Nelson, Public Works 

Maintenance Supervisor, City of 

Eugene, (541) 682-4867, 

snelson@eugene-or.gov  

Tina Nguyen, Project Engineer, City of 

Beaverton, (503) 526-2426, 

tnguyen@beavertonoregon.gov  

David Nichols, Project Manager, RH2 

Engineering Inc, (503) 446-5949, 

dnichols@rh2.com  

Mark Olson, Public Works Manager 3, 

City of Beaverton, (503) 526-2401, 

molson@BeavertonOregon.gov  

Dianne Phelan, Support Tech, City of 

Grants Pass, (541) 450-6110, 

dphelan@grantspassoregon.gov  

Nicholas Polenske, Kittelson & 

Associates, npolenske@kittelson.com  

Brian Rigwood, Public Works Manager 

3, City of Beaverton, (503) 526-2401, 

brigwood@BeavertonOregon.gov  

 

Nyssa Rivera, Management Analyst, 

City of Beaverton, (503) 526-2401, 

nrivera@BeavertonOregon.gov  

Gregory Robertson, Public Works 

Director, City of Forest Grove, (503) 

992-3228, grobertson@forestgrove-

or.gov  

Travis Sperle, Maintenance Supervisor, 

City of Silverton, (503) 874-2210, 

tsperle@silverton.or.us  

Steve Starner, Water Quality Division 

Supervisor, City of Silverton, (503) 873

-5439, sstarner@silverton.or.us  

Michael Sterle, Fleet Manager, City of 

Beaverton, (503) 526-2401, 

msterle@BeavertonOregon.gov  

Matt Stiller, Territory Manager, 

Oldcastle Infrastructure, (503) 805-

7987, matt.stiller@oldcastle.com  

Jesse Wilson, Public Works Manager 3, 

City of Beaverton, (503) 526-2401, 

jwilson@BeavertonOregon.gov  

David Winship, Principal Engineer, City 

of Beaverton, (503) 526-2401, 

dwinship@BeavertonOregon.gov  

Jody Yates, Site Development Division 

Manager, City of Beaverton, (503) 526-

2401, jyates@BeavertonOregon.gov  

http://oregon.apwa.net/PageDetails/2555
mailto:lfinnigan@ufsrw.com
mailto:sbrennan@BeavertonOregon.gov
mailto:trentb@tigard-or.gov
mailto:brady@tigard-or.gov
mailto:nburgess@co.josephine.or.us
mailto:kindra.coggins@cityofalbany.net
mailto:Colleen.Cunningham@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:Colleen.Cunningham@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:sdezhnyuk@BeavertonOregon.gov
mailto:khayden@eugene-or.gov
mailto:jolletta@sherwoodoregon.gov
mailto:alee@beavertonoregon.gov
mailto:snelson@eugene-or.gov
mailto:tnguyen@beavertonoregon.gov
mailto:dnichols@rh2.com
mailto:molson@BeavertonOregon.gov
mailto:dphelan@grantspassoregon.gov
mailto:npolenske@kittelson.com
mailto:brigwood@BeavertonOregon.gov
mailto:nrivera@BeavertonOregon.gov
mailto:grobertson@forestgrove-or.gov
mailto:grobertson@forestgrove-or.gov
mailto:tsperle@silverton.or.us
mailto:sstarner@silverton.or.us
mailto:msterle@BeavertonOregon.gov
mailto:matt.stiller@oldcastle.com
mailto:jwilson@BeavertonOregon.gov
mailto:dwinship@BeavertonOregon.gov
mailto:jyates@BeavertonOregon.gov
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By Sarah Terry, Oregon APWA Communications 

Committee / ODOT  

The National APWA hosts a conference each year in a different 

city. This year’s conference was in Seattle, Washington. Oregon 

APWA was well represented at the conference. Here are a few 

photo highlights.  

APWA National PWX  

Photo Highlights 
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Top Right: Katie Marwitz (third from left), Civil Engineer for 

the City of Eugene, participated in the 12th class of the 

Emerging Leaders Academy. Katie was recognized on stage at 

PWX with her classmates.  

Below Middle: Katie Marwitz presented to a packed room at 

PWX. 

Above: A few Oregon APWA attendees pose for a picture. PWX was held at the 

Washington State Convention Center in Seattle, Washington. Oregon APWA was 

well represented and attendees received a PACE award together on stage. They 

also attended the Region IX Chapter Dinner, participated in the National 

Roadeo, and presented in a Lightning Round. The City of West Linn and project 

partners also received a National Project of the Year Award for the Bolton 

Reservoir Replacement Project.  
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By Guy Hakanson, 

Oregon APWA Standard 

Specifications Committee 

Chair / OBEC Consulting 

Engineers  

Who?  

The Oregon APWA Standard Specifications Committee is a diverse group consisting of 

31 individuals representing Oregon cities and counties, various engineering 

consultants, and of course the Oregon Department of Transportation, our partner in 

the co-branded (ODOT/APWA) Oregon Standard Specifications for Construction.  

What? 

The committee was originally formed to work with ODOT to blend the APWA Standard 

Specifications with the ODOT Standard Specifications to help foster consistency for 

contractors who worked with both local public entities and ODOT. That effort 

successfully created a blended standard specification, the content of which has been 

continually updated over time, and is essentially the same as the one in use today, the 

2018 Oregon Standard Specifications for Construction.  

The committee’s mission is to work in partnership with Oregon Department of 

Transportation to develop complete, accurate, current, and tested standard 

construction specifications and drawings for use by public works agencies, consultants 

and contractors. The specifications are useable as a "stand-alone" document for public 

agencies or private entities engaged in general civil construction, or as a base 

document to use as a foundation to "build" on with entity-specific requirements or 

standards. The specifications are straightforward enough to be used with confidence 

by persons with limited construction background, but comprehensive enough to be a 

valuable tool for larger organizations as well.  

The committee’s current work is mostly a continual process of improvement, helping 

ODOT update its “boiler plate” special provisions as new issues arise and new 

standards are adopted. These updated special provisions eventually become the 

standard specifications as new versions are published. When ODOT determines a 

change should be made to the specifications, it is distributed to industry for input. 

Industry includes both the Associated General Contractors (AGC) and the APWA 

Specifications Committee. We review the perceived need for the change as well as the 

actual implementation of the change language. Any person or entity can propose a 

change by submitting a request to ODOT.  

Why Get Involved? 

As committee chair, I am motivated to participate in this ongoing effort because I am 

passionate about constructing public infrastructure. I feel that proper specifications 

are a key to achieving a successful project for the contracting agency, the construction 

contractor, and the inspectors. My past experience with both design and construction 

engineering provides insight into how the specifications work in actual practice, so I 

continue to want to help improve them.  

If you are interested in participating in the committee, contact me via email 

at ghakanson@obec.com.  

Chapter Committee 

Spotlight 

STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS COMMITTEE 

mailto:ghakanson@obec.com
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The Oregon Department of Transportation’s (ODOT) Virtual Highway 

Corridor (VHC) Project has integrated data sources from across the 

agency and made them available through a web portal that provides a 

comprehensive snapshot to improve efficiency, safety, and accuracy. 

The solution provides a single web-based application that can 

visualize data from ODOT’s mobile Lidar mapping system (Lidar point 

clouds and panoramic photos), two-camera digital video logs, and GIS 

datasets. The visualization windows are synchronized so that as a 

user moves through a dataset, all the visualizations move with them.  

Previously, access to Lidar data was constrained to users that had 

access to Computer Aided Design and Drafting (CADD) applications 

and available storage space on their computers for the large files. The 

benefit of the VHC solution is that the data is now available to 

everyone at ODOT with only the use of a web browser. The user can 

view a panoramic image, similar to Google Street View, but what sets 

this product apart is that the image is tied to a 3-D model that can be 

used to make accurate (typically +/- 0.05’) measurements directly on 

the image. When making a measurement, the coordinates are 

individually queried when selected, thus greatly reducing the required 

network bandwidth compared to moving full Lidar datasets over the 

network. The point to point accuracy for measuring is fairly consistent, 

but identifying individual coordinates (latitude, longitude, and 

elevation) can be off by up to 100’ depending on GPS satellite 

conditions. While this is an 

extremely powerful tool, it is not 

intended to replace anything that 

requires a professional engineer 

or land surveyor.  

The mobile mapper Lidar data is 

integrated into another web 

based application that leverages 

existing GIS data to create 

dynamic and customizable 

straight-line charts. The user 

loads a section of roadway (up to 

20 miles at a time) to produce 

both a cartoon representation of 

the selected roadway features 

and individual bar diagrams of 

roadway data. The displayed 

data is controlled by the user so 

that particular datasets can be 

turned on or off, represented by 

different symbols/colors, and 

placed on different areas of the screen. Metadata is available for the 

individual data item when the user either hovers over or selects the 

data element. The metadata can also be exported as a .csv file for 

further analysis. Redline collaboration tools are built in so that basic 

shapes and text can be added and shared with other users.  

When a historical perspective is needed, users can access ODOT’s 

digital video log integration, which provides up to five years worth of 

imagery. This can provide context, views of how pavement distress 

has propagated over time, time frames when improvements were 

made, and other information. 

Applications included in VHC: Transcend Road Analyzer, Road Video 

Viewer, Report Engine; Virtual Geomatics Web Navigator, Virtual 

Navigator Pro, Virtual Navigator Server 

By Chris Harris, 

Geometronics 

Engineer, Oregon 

Department of 

Transportation 

 

For more information, please contact 

Chris Harris 

christopher.harris@odot.state.or.us 

The overall goal of this 

project is to provide users a 

single location to access 

authoritative sources of 

agency data. This will allow 

for improved efficiency 

during project development 

or research, improved 

accuracy with access to Lidar 

based measurements, and 

improved safety by reducing 

the need of agency staff to 

collect data in the field.  

ODOT’s 

Virtual 

Highway 

Corridor 

Top: The easy App Access allows for retrieval of the 

different information in the application. 

Bottom: View of the Lidar interactive tool; in ArcGIS Lidar 

data is provided every 0.1 miles.    

mailto:christopher.harris@odot.state.or.us
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By Eric Jones, APWA 

Scholastic Foundation  

REAL STORIES ABOUT REAL 

STUDENTS  

The Future of 

Public Works 

 

At first glance, the Gizmo may look silly, but it has helped make life-changing differences to hundreds of Oregon 

college students over the past 35 years. That's because Gizmo has been a key fundraiser for the Oregon APWA 

Scholastic Foundation, which funds a variety of scholarships to qualifying students at Oregon's colleges and 

universities. Here are the stories of two students who received scholarships for the 2019-2020 school year.  

Learn more about the Gizmo and the importance of fundraising for the chapter's scholarship program (link). 

2019-2020 Scholarship Winners 

Inna Gergalo, Clackamas 

Community College, $750 civil 

engineering scholarship. Inna's 

concentration is environmental 

engineering. She plans to transfer 

to Portland State University after 

she completes her first two years 

of studies at CCC.  

Jonathan Wilson, George Fox 

University, $3,000 civil engineering 

scholarship. Jonathan's focus is 

water resources engineering. Upon 

graduation, Jonathan wants to 

pursue a career in water resources 

and has also set his sights on a 

master’s degree in the same field.  

Justin Echternacht, Oregon 

Institute of Technology $1,000 

Veterans Scholarship. Justin 

served in the U.S. Navy and was 

honorably discharged in 2014. His 

overall grade point average is 3.53 

and upon completion of his 

bachelor's in civil engineering, 

Justin wants to pursue his master's 

degree.  

Natasha Karan, Oregon Institute of 

Technology $3,000 civil 

engineering scholarship. Natasha's 

grade point average is 3.96 and 

she is currently a junior at OIT. She 

also wants to pursue her masters' 

degree. Natasha has worked as an 

intern for two summers with the 

North Bend Public Works 

Department assisting the 

engineering department with 

surveying projects.  

Hunter Rada, Oregon State 

University, $500 civil/ 

environmental 

engineering Schut Scholarship. 

Hunter's concentration is in civil 

engineering and wood science. 

Hunter is on track to graduate in 

2020. He is interning this summer 

with ISEC, Inc. in Seattle as a cost 

estimator.  

Michael Groome Jr., Portland 

Community College, $750 civil 

engineering technology 

scholarship. Michael's focus is civil 

engineering and geology. His goal 

is to work in renewable energies in 

public works. After visiting the 

Durham Wastewater Treatment 

plant during a class field trip, he 

was able to see how the facility 

both recycled materials to create 

energy and used forms of 

renewable energy, such as solar 

panels, to supply themselves with 

sustainable energy.  

Continued on page 12... 

Joseph Nolf, Oregon State 

University,  Kurt Corey 

Scholarship  

I am Joseph Nolf and I am 

a Portland native and 

currently a senior at OSU. I 

am studying civil engineering and would like 

to focus on structural engineering. I am also 

studying Spanish and I plan on studying 

abroad this winter quarter in Costa Rica. I 

will finish up my bachelor’s degree in the 

spring but I haven’t decided yet if I will go to 

graduate school after that. I recently passed 

the FE exam and I plan on getting my PE 

license once I am able to.  

I enjoy playing soccer, golf and tennis. My 

favorite place is the beach where I love to 

skimboard, surf, and scuba dive. During the 

winter time I enjoy going up to Mt Hood to 

ski. I am also an avid mountain and city 

biker. I currently commute to work on my 

bike 10 miles each way.  

I am working for Smith Monroe Gray 

Engineers doing structural design for mostly 

material handling and temporary 

construction applications. My last job was at 

the Portland Bureau of Transportation in the 

bridges and structures division. I did a 

variety of tasks while with the city including 

designing retaining walls, inspecting bridges 

a n d  m a k i n g  m a i n t e n a n c e 

recommendations.  

Photo: Past Gizmo winners at 2019 Spring Conference. 

http://oregon.apwa.net/PageDetails/5061
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Jesse Hague, Portland Community 

College, $1,000 Past Presidents 

Scholarship. Jesse is currently 

completing a degree in civil 

engineering technology while interning 

at the City of Ridgefield, training with 

the city’s engineer and development 

inspector. His long-term goal is to 

make a career in a local engineering/

public works department.  

Emily Diaz-Gunning, University of 

Portland, $2,500 APAOEF/APWA civil 

engineering scholarship. Emily’s long-

term educational goals include 

graduating with her undergraduate 

degree, and possibly going to graduate 

school to further her knowledge of civil 

engineering.  

Sarah Crisp, Portland State University, 

$2,500 APAOEF/APWA civil 

engineering scholarship and a $3,000 

civil engineering scholarship. Sarah's 

goal is a career with the government or 

a nonprofit organization focused on 

sustainability through either urban 

planning or engineering. Sarah is 

working part-time in an internship with 

the Portland Water Bureau.  

Vladislav Slivkov, Oregon State 

University, $3,000 civil/environmental 

engineering/geomatics 

scholarship. Vadislav's concentration is 

in civil engineering. His grade point 

average is 3.85 and he will graduate in 

June 2020. Vladislav wants to pursue 

his master’s in structural engineering. 

He wants to be part of a design team 

that designs building and bridges in 

the Northwest capable of withstanding 

seismic loads.  

Amy Kronsberg, Southwestern 

Oregon Community College, $750 

forestry/natural resources 

scholarship. Amy has completed five 

terms at SWCC and will be graduating 

with an associate of science degree 

in forestry management. Amy will 

then transfer to OSU in the fall of 

2019 to continue to pursue her 

bachelor’s degree in forest 

management with the intent of 

graduating in 2021.  

Daniel Carr, Oregon State University, 

$1,000 civil engineering/sustainability 

Ron Polvi Scholarship. Daniel's 

concentration is civil engineering with a 

minor in sustainability. He has worked 

during the summer as an intern 

learning and performing project 

management tasks.  

Joshua Deaver, Oregon State 

University, $1,500 Allen Alsing civil 

engineering scholarship. Joshua wants 

to apply for graduate school at OSU. He 

is interested in water resources and 

foundations for structures. Joshua is 

very interested in the work being done 

to prepare for the Cascadia subduction 

zone earthquake and he aspires to 

work with local communities on 

infrastructure projects to build safer 

communities.  

Gwynn Kaliher-Mackellen, Portland 

State University, $2,000 Michael 

Lindberg Scholarship. Gwynn is 

enrolled as a full-time student at 

PSU’s College of Urban & Public 

Affairs where she’s working towards 

a Master’s Degree in Urban and 

Regional Planning with a 3.44 grade 

point average. Gwynn also serves as 

a Waste Minimization Team Lead at 

the Port of Portland.   

Amy Kronsberg, Southwestern 

Oregon Community College, $750 

forestry/natural resources 

scholarship. Amy has completed five 

terms at SWCC and will be graduating 

with an associate of science degree 

in forestry management. Amy will 

then transfer to OSU in the fall of 

2019 to continue to pursue her 

bachelor’s degree in forest 

management with the intent of 

graduating in 2021.  

Esgar Parra, Walla Walla Community 

College, $750 Les Lyle Tribute 

Scholarship. Esgar resides in Milton-

Freewater. Esgar wants to work in the 

field of public works and he is 

currently working towards his goal of 

graduating with a mechanical 

electrical technology degree in June 

2020.  

Raeziel Casas, University of Portland, Civil Engineering 

Håfa Adai! I’m Raeziel Casas and I’m going into my senior 

year as a civil engineering student at the University of 

Portland. I am a member of a few honor societies at 

school, including Alpha Lambda Delta and Tau Beta Pi. I’ll 

be sure to keep myself busy this school year by working 

the research desk in our library, helping peers as a math 

and engineering tutor, and being more involved in our cultural clubs. 

Within the recent years, I have strengthened my skills through engineering 

internships within a local government water bureau and a private cons-

ulting firm. Both experiences have allowed me to understand the depths 

that various aspects of a project undergo in respect to the civil engineering 

sector. It’s important we can view the phases of design, permitting, and 

construction as an entirely interconnected process, and I’m very lucky to 

have witnessed that early in my career as a young engineer. I am looking 

forward to joining the workforce after my senior year, or perhaps 

continuing my education with either a structural or water resource 

emphasis. 

Coming all the way from Guam, my journey hasn’t been easy, but I am 

thankful for all the challenges that have come my way so far. I would like to 

thank APWA for helping to support my educational endeavors and believing 

in my abilities as an aspiring engineer. I also want to give thanks to all my 

mentors at the University of Portland, as well as at the Guam Waterworks 

Authority and KPFF Consulting Engineers for all their patience and 

guidance as I continue to learn the skills and knowledge towards 

professional excellence. 

Once again, I am humbled by my school’s recommendation and the 

scholarship offered by APWA. I appreciate all your help and hope to give 

back to our youth someday as well! 
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October 2019 

October 9, 2019: YP Social at Rogue Pearl Public House (Portland, OR) More information: link 

October 15, 2019: YP Social with NEBC, SAME and ASCE at Rock Bottom Brewery (Portland, OR) Members receive 

free registration. Email apwa.or.ypn@gmail.com for more information. Registration link 

October 22-25, 2019: 2019 Oregon Chapter APWA Fall Conference (Hood River, OR) More information: link  

October 29-31, 2019: 2019 Street Maintenance & Collection Systems Fall School (Newport, OR) More information: 

link 

Date TBD: City of Salem Willow Lake WWTP Cogen/Solids Handling Project Presentation and Tour (Salem, OR). For 

more information contact Jue Zhao, Water Resources Committee Chair (jzhao@cityofsalem.net) 

November 2019 

November 5-8, 2019: Public Works Leadership 2019 – Level 3 of 3 (Cannon Beach, OR) More information: link 

November 19, 2019: Portland Public Works Luncheon. Topic TBD (Portland, OR) For more information contact Fred 

Wismer (fwismer@kittelson.com) 

December 2019 

December 10-13, 2019: Public Works Essentials 2019 – Level 1 or 3 (Wilsonville, OR) More information: link 

Check out the events webpage (link) or follow 

Oregon APWA on Facebook to keep up to date 

on upcoming events. 

Upcoming Events 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

http://oregon.apwa.net/EventDetails/19374
mailto:apwa.or.ypn@gmail.com
https://nebc.regfox.com/yep-cascade-mixer-october-15-2019
http://oregon.apwa.net/EventDetails/18344
http://oregon.apwa.net/EventDetails/18345
mailto:jzhao@cityofsalem.net
http://oregon.apwa.net/EventDetails/17710
mailto:fwismer@kittelson.com
http://oregon.apwa.net/EventDetails/17711
http://oregon.apwa.net/AllEventList.
http://oregon.apwa.net/EventDetails/18344
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Tel: 555 555 5555 

Organization Name Organization 

Use this space to tell your readers 

about your business, product, service, 

or event. This text should tell the read-

er what your offer can do for them. 

Describe your location by 

landmark or area of town. 

List your hours or the time 

and date of your event. 

This Could 

Be You!!  
More advertising spaces available. Contact the 

Communications Committee for advertising options 

and details.  

(email alindsey@geoengineers.com) 
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A big thank you to the Communications Committee—Eric Jones, Brian Richardson and Sarah Terry—for their hard 

work and ideas on the Committee and the Chapter newsletter. A special thank you to Eric Jones for his years of 

dedication to the Chapter and Communications Committee, without him we wouldn’t have our quarterly newsletter.  

Thank you to all the contributing authors and photographers for this issue of the newsletter. We couldn’t have done it 

without you. 

If you’re interested in joining the Communications Committee and/or contributing to a future newsletter, please 

contact me! The Committee and Chapter wouldn’t be the same without all the amazing volunteers. 

Thank you everyone! 

Adrienne Lindsey, Oregon APWA Communications Committee Chair / GeoEngineers, Inc. 

alindsey@geoengineers.com  

Other Announcements 
• APWA Job Listing: link 

 

• Have a idea for a newsletter article? Contact the Communications Committee.  

• Oregon APWA is a volunteer run organization and we need your help. Check out the committees and get involved 

today! Committee Center webpage link 

mailto:alindsey@geoengineers.com
mailto:alindsey@geoengineers.com
http://oregon.apwa.net/PageDetails/2459
http://oregon.apwa.net/PageDetails/2729
http://oregon.apwa.net/PageDetails/2459

