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FROM THE PRESIDENT
On behalf of the Board of Directors 

of the Oregon Chapter of the American 
Public Works Association, welcome to this 
edition of the chapter newsletter! 

I am continuously appreciative of 
the dedication and commitment of the 
volunteers who comprise APWA and who 
tirelessly carry out the educational mission 
of this organization. Last fall at the APWA 
International Congress in Kansas City, the 
Oregon Chapter was recognized for the 
sixth consecutive year as a recipient of the 
Presidential Award for Chapter Excellence 
(PACE), which quite simply reflects an 
ongoing commitment to outstanding 
performance. Thanks to all of you who 
contribute to helping the Oregon Chapter 
set the standard for excellence and for 
establishing a reputation for exceptional 
chapter work. And thank you for the 
opportunity to serve as President of the 
Oregon Chapter this year – I promise to 
take the responsibility very seriously.

The board has adopted an ambitious 
set of goals for 2007 built around the 
longstanding core services of education, 
outreach, and advocacy. In large part, 
we hope to build on past successes while 
engaging the membership at new levels, 
including the recent possibility of student 
memberships. We also hope to involve 
more of our members in the committee 
work of the chapter while strengthening 
some of our existing strategic partnerships. 

You will soon have the opportunity to 
review the updated version of the chapter 
bylaws which need to be modified for 
conformance with national guidelines. 
We have also established and appointed 
an Audit Committee that will serve as 
a Finance Committee to provide future 
guidance to the board.

On the near horizon is National Public 
Works Week, celebrated during the third 
full week of May each year to honor the 
commitment of the many thousands 
of public works professionals across the 
country. I would encourage you to get 
involved in Public Works Week activities 
in your own communities. The slogan for 
this year’s celebration is, “Public Works 
- Moving Life Forward!” and I encourage 
each of you to take advantage of this 
opportunity to spread the public works 
message and help others understand the 
poignance of the slogan.

Also coming right up is the 2007 
Spring Conference in Ashland. The 
conference committee has been hard at 
work for many months to help assure 
the conference in Ashland will be one 
of the best ever. The lineup of technical 
sessions is outstanding and the program 
is headlined by nationally recognized 
motivational speaker, Craig Zablocki. Craig 
has delivered his message to many national 
and international organizations (including 
the APWA National Congress) and would 
be well worth the trip the Ashland alone. 
Please put this conference on your calendar 
as one of the best possibile opportunities 
of the year for networking, learning, and 
sharing ideas with your peers. We have also 
extended an invitation to the Northern 
California and Sacramento Chapters in 
order to provide an even better chance to 
build new relationships and hope to have 
the opportunity to meet some of them in 
Ashland.

And, of course, the Oregon legislature 
is currently in session with many 
opportunities for you to help guide the 
public policy decisions that affect public 
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By Mike Gotterba, Salem Public Works

Events such as September 11 
and Hurricane Katrina remind us 
that our emergency preparedness 
efforts need to be ongoing and 
comprehensive. One of many 
strategies is to develop mutual 
aid agreements. 

ORWARN OFFERS MUTUAL AID FOR WATER/WASTEWATER

In early 2006, work began 
nationwide to form a WARN 
(Water/Wastewater Agency 
Response Network) in each of 
the 50 states. A WARN is an 
intrastate utility-to-utility mutual 
aid system available to all public 
and private water and wastewater 

utilities. These networks can 
be activated with or without 
any type of formal disaster 
declaration. 

Four states (California, 
Florida, Louisiana & Texas) have 
WARNs in place. In summer 
2006, a critical mass was formed 
in Oregon and a 20-person 
steering committee has been 
working since August to make 
OrWARN a reality. 

There is no cost associated 
with OrWARN membership and 
utilities are under no obligation 
to provide assistance. 

Several state agencies have 
participated in the OrWARN 
steering committee. It is 
anticipated that virtually all 
of Oregon’s major water and 
wastewater utilities and many 
small utilities will become 
OrWARN members.

If your jurisdiction or utility 
is interested in becoming an 
OrWARN member, contact 
Mike Gotterba, Salem Public 
Works at 503-588-6347 or 
mgotterba@cityofsalem.net. 

PRESIDENT continued

works service delivery. APWA has 
adopted advocacy positions on a 
wide variety of public policy issues.  
The collective voices of APWA’s 
28,000 members can provide 
compelling arguments leading to 
better public policy decisions. 

Best wishes to all of you for the 
coming year - I truly look forward 
to the chance to spend some quality 
time with you during the course of 
2007 as we work together to make 
a difference for public works in 
Oregon!
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PRESIDENT

Kurt Corey (541) 682-5241

PRESIDENT ELECT

Rick Olson (541)689-5523

SECRETARY

Gregg Weston (503) 699-2426

TREASURER

Yvonne McClain (503) 242-1388

NATIONAL DELEGATE

Hugh Kalani (503)632-4982

PAST PRESIDENT

Lila Bradley (541) 996-2154

DIRECTORS

Jim Carnahan (541) 389-7614
Bob Patterson (541) 966-0241
Peggy Keppler (541) 682-2869
Ken Fuller (541) 317-3000 
Marty Andersen (503) 986-3640
Eric Rouse (503) 963-3722
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SPRING CONFERENCE 
TAKES CENTER 
STAGE IN ASHLAND
By Bob Janssen, Conference 
Registration Chair

Plans are being finalized for 
the chapter’s Spring Conference 
to be held in Ashland, May 
1-4. We think this is going to 
be a great conference. We have 
several unique tours lined up, a 
couple of great guest programs, 
two nights of entertainment, two 
widely diverse keynote speakers, 
golf at Southern Oregon’s newest 
18-hole course, and the usual 
varied array of interesting and 
educational technical sessions 
and exhibitors.

Registration brochures are in 
the mail. Make plans now and 
book your room at the Windmill 
Inn in Ashland. A block of rooms 
has been reserved if you make 
your reservations before April 1. 
More information is available 
online at www.oregonapwa.org. 
Or call Debra at 541-774-2100 or 
e-mail Bob.Janssen@ci.medford.
or.us.
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April 11-13, Street Maintenance 
and Collection System Short 
School, Agate Beach (Newport)

April 24-27, Developing Leader 
Rock Springs (Bend)

May 1-4, Spring 2007 Oregon 
APWA Conference, Ashland

2007 CALENDAR More information, including online 
registration, is available at 

www.oregonapwa.org/training or 
by contacting Cameo Management 

Solutions, 541-994-3201 
Cameo@wcn.net.

APWA NEWS is published quarterly 
by the American Public Works 
Association, Oregon Chapter, 
P.O. Box 410 Otis, OR 97368

E-mail: eric.r.jones@ci.eugene.or.us
Website: www.oregonapwa.org

May 9-10, Preventive Maintenance 
for Roadway Surfaces, Eagle Crest 
(Redmond)

October 24-26, Street Maintenance 
and Collection System Short 
School, Florence

GENE GREEN, Public Works Director, 
City of West Linn, 503-722-5516, 
ggreen@ci.west-linn.or.us

ROBERT BRANDES, Property Services 
Director, Josephine County, 541-474-5460, 
bsimeroth@co.josephine.or.us

GARY D. FRAZEE, Public Works 
Director, City of Sisters, 
541-549-6022 x5 

DEBORAH INGLEDEW-COVINGTON 
City of Salem, 503-588-6414, 
dingledew@cityofsalem.net

BILL COX, County Engineer, Lincoln 
County, 541-574-1212 

RICHARD SPOFFORD, Engineering Mgr, 
City of McMinnville, 503-434-7312, 
spoffor@ci.mcminnville.or.us

JIM BATEMAN, City of Lake Oswego, 
503-635-0280, jbateman@ci.oswego.or.us

SARA DOUGHTY, Maintenance 
Wastewater, City of Lake Oswego, 
503-635-0280, royalattitude@homail.com

CASEY OVERCAMP, Northwest Mgr, 
Epic Land Solutions, Inc, 503-244-0626, 
caseyovercamp@epicland.com

EVAN P. DUST, Senior Planner, HDR, 
503-423-3705, evan.dust@hdrinc.com

BRIAN STAHL, Water Division Manager, 
City of Gresham, 503-618-2687, brian.
stahl@ci.gresham.or.us

TONY G. JOBANEK, Surface Maint 
Team Supv, City of Eugene Public Works, 
541-682-4835, tony.g.jobanek@ci.
eugene.or.us

JASON WUERTZ, Engineer in Training, 
City of Newberg, 503-554-1631, jason.
wuertz@ci.newberg.or.us

DAVID B. HAMMOND, Utility Engineer, 
City of Grants Pass, 541-474-6355 x6328, 
dhammond@grantspassoregon.gov

NEW MEMBERS


