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As I write this, I find it hard to believe that 
it is near the end of February already and 

that two Board meetings have occurred since 
I assumed the role of President of the Oregon 
Chapter. The Board is energized and excited 
about the prospects for 2009 and welcomes the 
opportunity to hear from the members on any 
issue. I am very humbled by the opportunity 
to serve this year as President and will work 
hard to further the goals and objectives of our 
chapter.

I want to thank 
our Past-President, Rick 
Olson, for his guidance 
not only this past year, 
but during his tenure 
on the Board and in his 
leadership on the executive committee over the 
last few years. We start this year strong because 
of Rick’s leadership, attention to detail, and the 
support of the Board and member volunteers on 
our various committees.

It is an understatement to say that 2009 
brings significant challenges to those of us 
involved in public works and these challenges 
reach deep into the communities we serve. 
During our planning session last December, 
the Board spent time developing a budget 
that recognizes the economic challenges we 
find ourselves in today. While our approach 
may be conservative, our focus remains 
on education, meeting the needs of our 
members, and representing the people side 
of public works. This year we have significant 
opportunities to network with each other 

and to provide education and training at our 
spring and fall conferences, as well as at our 
educational programs (short schools). This 
April, our spring conference will be held in 
Seaside, and the conference committee has 
developed an excellent list of education topics 
for those attending. We hope to see each of 
you in Seaside and look forward to a successful 
conference, and maybe a little beach combing.

This year we are working hard to 
strengthen our committee structure with 

new Board liaison 
assignments, which 
can be found on the 
chapter website. We 
are always looking 
for volunteers to 

serve and support the association. Two of our 
committees that are the responsibility of the 
current President-Elect, Peggy Keppler, are 
the Conference Steering Committee and the 
Education Committee. If you want to have 
more input and influence into these areas of 
our association, I strongly suggest that you 
contact Peggy at the City of Eugene.

As we look forward to another successful 
year, we look to strengthen our organization 
and the relationships we enjoy within the 
membership. The potential for mutual support 
between public works agencies is unlimited, 
if we as individuals get involved. As we begin 
this year, we, on the Board of Directors, are 
committed to you, the members, and to the 
communities we serve.

	 	 	 Gregg	Weston

Chart a Course to the sPring ConFerenCe
aPril 28-may 1 at the seaside Convention Center

The spring 2009 Oregon APWA conference in Seaside is shaping up to be great event.   
Conference planners have lined up a full schedule of technical sessions, plus golf at Gearhart Golf 
Links, entertainment, exhibitors, and all the other  professional and social offerings that make 
Oregon APWA conferences worthwhile, even in a down economy.

For online registration and more information, visit the chapter web site at  
www.oregonapwa.org and click on the spring 2009 conference links.

continued on page 2

The potential for mutual support between 
public works agencies is unlimited

toP 10 nominee

see Page 6
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Setting the Standard for Quality,
Reliability & Customer Service

NPC Kor-N-Seal® pipe
to manhole connector

sCholastiC 
Foundation 
neWs
By Jim Gilmer, President

aPWa sCholastiC 
Foundation Board

This year has been rough on 
everyone with the economy on 
a downward trend. The Oregon 
Chapter APWA Scholastic Foundation 
Scholarship Fund also lost funds during 
this downturn in the economy. That’s 
the bad news.

Now for the good news!  The 
Foundation Board approved $13,500 
in scholarships for the school year 
2009-2010. In addition five new Tribute 
accounts were established this year. 
The new tribute accounts are named 
Apple, Kalani, Corey, McClain and 
Nyquist. Each of the tribute accounts 
will continue to accumulate funds as 
contributions are made in the name 
of a specific tribute account. Once a 
tribute account reaches a milestone of 
$10,000 then a $500 scholarship can be 
established in that name.

The other good news is that the 
Polvi tribute account did reach the 
$10,000 amount and the Foundation 
Board approved a new scholarship this 
year to Oregon State University for 
$500 to a student who is studying civil 
engineering with an added criterion on 
sustainability, making the total amount 
of scholarships this coming school year 
at $14,000.

So even in these hard times the 
Scholastic Foundation is growing and 
meeting the financial needs of students 
in nine schools throughout the State 
of Oregon. Through the generous 
contributions of the members of the 
Oregon APWA the scholarship fund will 
continue to grow and financially help 
engineering students throughout the 
state. The goal of the Foundation is to 
add one new scholarship each year.

Hope to see you all at the Spring 
Conference in Seaside.

Full slate oF teChniCal sessions
Here’s a preliminary listing of technical programs planned for the spring 2009 

conference in Seaside:
•Construction Update for the Tri-Met I-205 Light Rail Project 
•State and Federal Highway Funding Programs for Local Agency Projects 
•The Oregon Solar Highway: Making the Power of the Future Possible Today 
•Portland Aerial Tram: The Challenges of Bringing a New Concept Through Design and 
Public Process 

•Improving Safety Features of Highways, Roads and Streets, Part I – Highways 
•Improving Safety Features of Highways, Roads and Streets, Part II - Pedestrian Crossings 
•Property Tax Levies for Roads - Washington County’s Major Streets Transportation 
Program (MSTIP) 

•What Does a Sustainable Bridge Look Like? 
•Setting Tillamook Road Service Priorities with Asset Management & Public 
Involvement 

•Oregon’s Ethics Law 
•It’s Really Not a Case of US vs. THEM! 
•World Oil Supplies - At the Turning Point? 
•Designing Clear Projects for Successful Grant 
Writing 

•2009 Legislative Update 
•Connecting with the Next Generation 
•Digital Signatures for Surveying & Engineering 
•Drinking Water Protection 
•Mutual Aid Agreements 
•Private Water Quality Facilities Management 
Program 

•Subsurface Utility Engineering: An Asset for All 
Infrastructure Projects 

•Green Infrastructure - Green Streets 
• Flood Fight Methods & Technology 
•High Accuracy 3D Laser-Photography (3D Multi-Spectral LiDAR) 
•Oregon Health Division - Regulatory Update

APWA Spring Conference continued
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neW memBers
AL STEWARD, Technical Sales, 

Evolution Paving Resources,  
(503) 393-5050, al@evolutionpaving.com

YoRick DETASSignY, Facilities 
Manager, City of Ontario,  
(541) 823-2002, 
yorick.detassigny@ontariooregon.org

DAWn EDEn, Engineering Technician, 
City of Ontario, (541) 881-3237, 
dawn.eden@ontariooregon.org

kEvin ELLingTon, Engineering 
Associate, Washington County Traffic 
Engineering, (503) 846-7959, 
kevin_ellington@co.washington.or.us

John iRWin, Traffic Engineer, 
Washington County OR, 
(503) 846-7959, 
john_irwin@co.washington.or.us

AnnE MADDEn, Sr. Program Educator, 
Washington County OR, 
(503) 846-4963, 
anne_madden@co.washington.or.us

WALT giLE, Engineering Technician, 
Tillamook County OR, 
(503) 842-3419, wgile@co.tillamook.or.us

DAviD SchRoM, Engineering Project 
Supv, Tillamook County OR, 
(503) 842-3419, 
dschrom@co.tillamook.or.us

STEvE gASchLER, Public Works 
Director, City of Damascus, 
(503) 658-8545, 
sgaschler@ci.damascus.or.us

PhiLiP MARTinSon, PE Civil, CSI, 
PMP, Civil Engineer, Phil Martinson 
Engineering, (503) 557-1555, 
phil@pmeng.com

hoW do We shake the doom 
and gloom?

The Sky is Falling, better known as 
Chicken Little, is the age-old fable about 
a chicken who eats lunch under a tree 
one day, and believes the sky is falling 
down because an acorn falls on her head. 
She runs off to inform the King and 
many others before discovering the mass 
hysteria she’s created is unnecessary.

The phrase, “The sky is falling,” has 
passed into our modern vocabulary as a 
saying for a hysterical or mistaken belief 
that disaster is imminent. The moral, of 
course, “don’t believe everything you 
hear.” 

That’s a difficult thing to do these 
days, when everywhere we turn, we 
see news of record numbers of layoffs, 
nosediving stocks and lost retirement 
savings. How can we have optimism, 
let alone a sense of HUMOR... in such a 
downturned economy? It starts with our 
outlook... YOU decide what to believe 
about the present... and the future, and 
how to respond to what you hear. It can 
impact your productivity at work, and 
the quality of your relationships at home. 

TRY ThiS: For one full week, 
limit the amount of negative news 

you take in through radio, TV, internet 
and newspapers. Take time to have a 
conversation with someone who is 
important to you, or someone who 
simply brings joy to your conversations. 
Make a list of the things in your life right 
now that you are grateful for. See if your 
mood is lighter by the end of your week. 

This article appears in this newsletter 
courtesy of Craig Zablocki, Positively 
Humor,www.positivelyhumor.com, featured 
speaker at Oregon Chapter APWA 2007 
Spring Conference. 

Become an 
Oregon APWA 

Committee 
Member

Go to 
www.oregonapwa.org/

committees

Find a match for your 
interests.

Then contact either the 
committee chair or the 

board liaison
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e-neWs is Coming
By Eric Jones, Chapter Newsletter Editor

In a move designed to increase 
efficiency, cut costs and improve 
member service the Oregon Chapter this 
year will transition to an e-newsletter. 
Here’s how the transition will occur:

The spring 2009 newsletter (the 
issue you’re reading right now) will be 
printed and mailed as it always has. In 
addition, an electronic version of the 
newsletter will be posted on the chapter 
web site at www.oregonapwa.org, and 
you’ll receive an e-mail letting you know 
that the newsletter is available online.

If you did not receive an e-mail 
notice about this newletter, be sure to 
read and follow the directions on page 5.

The summer 2009 newsletter will be 
done the same way – printed and mailed 
and also posted electronically with an 
e-mail reminder notice.

In September 2009, the big change 
will occur. The newsletter will be put 
together electronically and posted to 
the web, with an e-mail notice letting 
members know when the newsletter is 

available. The chapter will not print or 
mail “hard” copies of the newsletter. 
From that point forward (including 
the December 2009 issue) the Oregon 
APWA newsletter will officially be an 
e-newsletter.

so, Why an e-neWsletter?
It saves money. Each year the 

chapter spends more than $4,000 to 
print and mail the chapter newsletter. 
Those funds can be redirected to other 
chapter needs.

It’s a more efficient and effective 
way to deliver information. There’s 
more room for news and information. 
Pictures can and will be presented in 
color (it’s too expensive to print pages 
in full color). Links to technical studies, 
advertisers and contributors will make 
it easier to get in-depth information. 
And the news can be distributed more 
quickly (right now it takes more than a 
week for you to receive the newsletter 
after ye olde editor and his trusty 
designer send the newsletter to the 
printer).

It gives you more options as 
member. In addition to handy links that 
let you easily follow up on a news item 
or contact a contributor or supplier, it 
will include a feedback feature so you 
can comment on news or start a dialog 
with other readers about specific issues. 
And it will be available wherever you 
are. Just go to www.oregonapwa.org 
and you’ll be able to view the current 
newsletter or research newsletter 
archives going back to 2000.

our mission remains the same
The Oregon chapter newsletter has 

been a source of valuable information 
since 1976. Over the years the newsletter 
design has evolved, and the e-newsletter 
is simply another step along the path 
of progress. But while technology and 
designs may change, the core mission 
of the newsletter remains the same – a 
voice for the chapter and its members.

oregon aPWa 
lunCheons

A tasteful way to broaden your 
knowledge*

Portland lunch meetings 
are every other month (next 
meeting is in May) at the Alexis 
Restaurant, 215 West Burnside, 
Portland.  For more information, 
contact Andrea Kuehnel at 
afkuehnel@terracon.com.

Eugene lunch meetings are 
every other month (next meeting 
in April) at Kowloon’s Restaurant, 
2222 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard, Eugene. For more 
information, contact Doug Singer 
at doug.k.singer@ci.eugene.or.us

*earn 1 professional development 
hour for each luncheon attended.
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CorreCt e-mail is the key to e-aPWa
Your e-mail address is the key that connects you to e-APWA.

E-APWA uses the e-mail address that National APWA has on file for you to let you know when a new chapter newsletter is 
available. It sends you links to online registration for trainings and conferences. It keeps you in touch with Oregon APWA and 
its members.

Here’s how to check and make sure your e-mail (and other member information) is correct in the National APWA database:

1
2

3

4

5

1. Go to www.apwa.net and click on 
the “members only” link in the upper 
left corner of the page.

2. On the login screen, type in your 
username and password.

TIP: If you haven’t set up an APWA 
account, click on the “create an account” 
link on the left.

TIP: you’ll need your APWA membership 
number to create a member account.

TIP: If you’ve forgotten your password, click on the “forgot your password?” If you 
are unable to remember the password for your APWA.NET account, click on the 
“forgot your password?” link and use the form to request your password.

TIP: If you are unable to remember your username, please contact APWA 
Membership at (800) 848-APWA.

3. Once you’ve logged in to the members 
only section, select member tools.

4. Under member tools, select 
update contact information.

5. On the contact information 
page, make sure your e-mail 
address is current and correct. 
While you’re at it, update 
other information such as phone and address.

Now you’re set as a member of 
e-APWA. Questions? E-mail Eric Jones, 
chair of the Oregon e-APWA Committee, 
at eric.r.jones@ci.eugene.or.us
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The Oregon Chapter APWA has 
nominated Washington County 
Engineer Greg S. Miller, P.E., for the 
2009 National Top 10 Leaders of the Year 
Award.

In the nominating form, the 
Oregon Chapter board cited Miller’s 
devotion to the environment and 
sustainable practices, his commitment 
as a consensus builder, his dedication 
to innovation and excellence, and 
his many years of service with APWA, 
including serving on the Oregon APWA 

greg miller national toP 10 aWard nominee

Board from 2001-2005 and as board 
president in 2005.

“The manner in which Greg 
approaches his work and the respect that 
he offers to others is a true testament 
to our profession,” said Julia Kuhn 
Butorac, P.E., Principal Engineer with 
Kittelson & Associates. “He strives to 
work collaboratively to identify the best 
solution for the transportation system 
and is able to maintain a holistic view 
of the system’s needs. He does this 
while simultaneously understanding the 
opportunities and constraints associated 
with an individual development, or 
in the case of a roadway 
improvement project, a 
particular access issue.”

After graduating from the 
University of Washington in 
1969, Miller began his Army 
career as a lieutenant in the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
For the next 24 years as 
he rose through the ranks 
to Lieutenant Colonel, he 
supported soldiers and many 
Army units in Europe, Asia 
and in the United States 

with public works services and logistics 
support. 

He was one of the leaders in the 
efforts to incorporate women into all 
male army units in the mid-1970s. He 
retired from the Army at Fort Benjamin 
Harrison, Indiana, in 1993. Miller then 
moved to Washington County to begin 
his career of service in the Northwest. 

Miller was initially hired as a project 
manager for Washington County. In 
1998, he was promoted to operations 
manager, and in 2003, to the position of 
county engineer.

Thanks to Our 
Advertisers

for choosing to 
place an ad in the 

APWA News

Contact Kim Mast at
kim.m.mast@ci.eugene.or.us
for advertising information

W A T E R W A S T E W A T E R S T O R M W A T E R

Visit our website for more information on services or career opportunities:
www.westyost.com

Let us show you how...

West Yost Associates was founded on the 
principle of providing a higher level of client 

service. It’s a hallmark of our success and 
growth.  A strong client service ethic has been 

instilled throughout the firm from our vice 
presidents to our receptionists and it shows.

Client Service
Rings True for WYA
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his aCComPlishments inClude:
• Facilitating a difficult multi-

agency partnership in the successful 
planning and construction of Bridgeport 
Village, involving major transportation 
improvements serving the commercial 
development and the state and local 
system. 

• Implementing water quality 
and quantity improvements as part of 
road projects, reducing environmental 
impacts and making road maintenance 
more efficient. 

• Encouraging the use of warm-mix 
asphalt for reduced carbon footprint and 
air pollution. 

• Reconstructing major arterial 
roadways with improvements to natural 
habitats. 

• Creating forward thinking, 
innovative plans for improving 
pedestrian passage and traffic flow. 

• Coming up with and implemented 
innovations, like using excavated tunnel 
debris for fill on road projects to allow 
winter construction, recycling a valuable 
resource and reducing construction cost. 

• Managing planning and 
construction of the widely admired 
realignment and extension of Cedar 
Hills Boulevard in spite of initial 
significant neighborhood opposition.

Greg Miller has dedicated 
much of his time to the 
advancement of not only his 
colleagues, but of the overall 
profession of public works. He 
acts as a mentor to younger 
engineers and managers by 
giving career guidance whenever 
possible. He participates in 
an informal mentor program, 
a generous practice in career 
advising that has become rare in 
recent years. Miller also actively 
works to train those 
within his organization 
to help further their 
careers and the success 
of Washington County.

The award 
application was 
prepared by a group of 
university students in 
a collaborative effort 
between Oregon APWA 
and the University 
of Oregon School 
of Journalism and 
Communications. 
APWA national award winners will be 
announced at the 2009 APWA Congress 
September 13-16 in Columbus, Ohio.

“Gregg Miller is a person of the highest 
personnel integrity, professionalism and a 
friend who I am honored to recomment for 
this award. He is an ambassador for all 
that APWA stands for.”

John E. Rosenberger
Former Deputy Director for Highways,
Oregon Department of Transportation

w
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Water 
Wastewater 
Stormwater 

Transportation
Portland, Oregon 503.225.9010  
Springfield, Oregon 541.741.2975 
Everett, Washington 425.252.9003 
Boise, Idaho 208.350.2250
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2009 Calendar
April 8-10, Street Maintenance & Collection Systems, 

Eagle Crest, Redmond

April 28 - May 1, Oregon Chapter 2009 Spring Conference, 
Seaside Convention Center

May 17-23, National Public Works Week, 
www.apwa.net/about/npww

September 13-16, APWA’s 2009 International Public Works 
Congress and Exposition, Columbus, Ohio

October 7-9, Oregon Chapter 2009 Fall Conference, 
Spirit Mountain Event Center, Grand Ronde

For National APWA “Click Listen and Learn” audio/web seminar offerings, go 

to www.apwa.net and click on the education tab

American Public Works Association
Oregon Chapter
P.O. Box 410
Otis, Oregon 97368
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President
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President eleCt
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seCretary
Jim carnahan (541) 389-0836
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2009 Board memBers


