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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Many of us have become 

increasingly sensitized to the public 
works 
role in 
preparing 
for and 
responding 
to disasters. 
Our recent 
conference 
at 
Canyonville 
with our 
brothers 

and sisters of the Oregon Emergency 
Management Association helped 
emphasize that. But many public 
works organizations are small, or 
day-to-day priorities do not allow 
much time for thinking about 
what preparations should be made 
for disaster response, or how that 
response might unfold. 

But some will say this isn’t so 
important. We do well when things 
happen now, don’t we? Winter 
weather, some flooding, no problem. 
How about if a 9.0 earthquake 
occurs off the coast? Or one of our 
benign Cascade volcanoes erupts? 
But what’s the chances of that 
you say? The last subduction zone 
earthquake was 300 years ago, 
but they are known to recur at an 
average interval of 300 years…..

I think we need to spend more 
time planning for disasters and 
practicing our response. I do not 
think we put enough priority on 
this nor do we do a very good job of 
preparing elected officials for their 
roles. Remember that disasters of 
this magnitude are defining events 

for you and your organization. 
These are the times you will 
remember, and be remembered 
for, not the projects you planned 
and built or the operation and 
maintenance of various systems. 
Disasters will occur and will put 
thousands of your 
customers at serious 
risk. They will be 
counting on you 
– will you be ready?

Some thoughts 
and questions for 
you to mull over as 
you consider how ready you are:

The earthquake has hit. Several 
of your buildings are damaged 
such that they cannot be occupied. 
Power is off, probably for several 
days and likewise phone service 
including cell phones. How will 
you communicate? Your local Ham 
radio operators can help - have you 
practiced with them? Can you get 
large generators? Can you just plug 
them in? From whom will you get 
fuel? Do they have generators so 
they can pump fuel?

What are your priorities – what 
will you do first? Inspect critical 
facilities perhaps – do you have a list 
of those? Are people trained in rapid 
assessment procedures? You will 
be inundated with requests to do 
things–do your folks know how to 
prioritize those requests and put off 
doing the less important ones? This 
is really hard when you have to say 
“no” to requests involving serious 
property damage and perhaps even 
life safety, not something you want 
to try the first time for real.

Do you have any idea of the 
volume of debris you may have to 
deal with, and where you might be 
able to put it?

Are you on a first-name basis 
with your counterparts in public 
health, police/sheriff, building 

inspection, and fire 
departments–the 
people you will be 
working with in a 
disaster?

You may not have 
potable water for 
several days. Do you 

know how many gallons per day 
you will need, and who will provide 
it? What if other folks in the area are 
in the same boat – is there a plan?

Most emergency responders use 
the Incident Command System (ICS) 
for setting up their organization, 
defining roles and relationships, and 
terminology. Is your public works 
staff trained in ICS, and have they 
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SPEC Pipe   SPEC Rehab Services
- Concrete Pipe - Video Inspection (I&I Reporting) 
- Concrete Manholes - Air, Leak, Smoke and Vacuum testing
- Pump Stations - Field Repairs and Chemical Grouting
- Catch Basins - Root Control
- Small Vaults & Box Culverts
     

Toll Free: 888-869-8964   Email: Info@Spec-industries.com
P.O. Box 40337, Eugene, OR 97404-0049 

PH: 541-689-5523 FX: 541- 689-5530

Providing concrete solutions for all your needs for over 80 years.

practiced using it?
The Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) 
and the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) will 
reimburse many of your costs 
following major disasters. 
However, they are very particular 
about detailed record keeping in 
particular formats. Record keeping 
is not usually the forte of public 
works outfits in a disaster – they 
want to just get it done! An ounce 
of preparation here is worth a 
ton of resources later. Think how 
many millions of dollars you may 
need to respond to and recover 
from a major earthquake, and the 
impact to your community if you 
didn’t get reimbursed.

Do you have a procedure 
developed for how you will let 
people go back into their damaged 
buildings? Have your elected 
officials bought into it? 

If you didn’t have answers 
for many of these questions, do 
not despair. Every journey starts 
with the first step. Just make sure 
you take that step, and the one 
after that, and the one after that. 
Generals say that no plan survives 
the first shot in battle. But soldiers 
plan, and the reason they do is 
that the plan provides a point of 
departure. “No plan” is not where 
you want to be. Make the time to 
do this, and you will be glad you 
did. Either it will help you cope 
when the unthinkable happens, 
or you will leave a legacy of a 
community that is as ready as it 
can be. The disaster will come, it’s 
only a question of when, and in 
what form.

Good luck, and have a safe 
summer! Greg Miller

PRESIDENT 
continued from page 1

ODOT PLANS SEMINAR ON 
OREGON COVERED BRIDGES 

A seminar on covered bridges is being planned by the Oregon 
Department of Transportation.  

The seminar dates are August 24-25 at a location still to be 
determined in Lane County. The seminar will address technical issues 
and FHWA requirements, and will include a cultural session and a field 
trip to several nearby bridges. Lane County has been selected as the 
locale for the seminar because of the 
number of covered bridges in the area.

For more information, contact 
Larry Christianson at Larry.
P.Christianson@odot.state.or.us, or call 
(503) 986-6569.

Greg Miller, President 
(503) 846-7924

Lila Bradley, President Elect 
(541) 996-2154

Kurt Corey, Secretary 
(541) 682-5241

Rick Olson, Treasurer 
(541)689-5523

Ted Kyle, Past President 
(503) 353-4567

Hugh Kalani, National Delegate 
(503)632-4982

Yvonne McClain, Director 
(503) 242-1388

Jim Carnahan, Director 
(541) 389-7614

Sam Johnston, Director 
(503) 986-3789

Chris Berquist, Director 
(541) 229-0367

Gregg Weston, Director 
(503) 699-2426

Bob Patterson, Director 
(541) 966-0241

2005 BOARD MEMBERS
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THE NORTHWEST PUBLIC WORKS INSTITUTE
By John Ostrowski

In 2004 National APWA 
developed a template for Public 
Works Institutes that could be 
delivered at the chapter level. The 
National Institute template calls for 
90 hours of instruction. Currently, 
both Oregon and Washington 
offer a class called “Public Works 
Leadership” in Oregon and “Public 
Works Administrator Course” in 
Washington. These classes are 
virtually identical and are offered 
in a 21/2 day format. The Oregon 
Chapter also offers a course called 
“Developing Leader” in a 21/2 day 
format. 

The Northwest Public Works 
Institute builds on the success of 
those classes. To fit the National 
template, the existing classes will 
be expanded from 21/2 days to 4 
days and a new 4-day course will 
be offered. Single day, update 
courses will also be offered for 
those who have taken the 21/2 

day courses in previous years. The 
new course will be called “Public 
Works Essentials,” and the “PW 
Administrator Course” will be 
renamed “Public Works Leadership 
Skills” to be consistent with the 
Oregon designation.

The courses can be taken 
individually or as building 
blocks leading to a certificate of 
completion awarded by National. 
Currently there are only two other 
chapters (Northern California and 
Alabama) ready to go with their 
Institutes.

The coordinating group for 
the Institute consists of Jeanne 
Nyquist, Ted Kyle and Paul Klope 
from the Oregon Chapter and 
Jack Pittis, Pete Butkus and John 
Ostrowski from the Washington 
Chapter.

The new class and expanded 
existing classes will be offered in 
2006 beginning with the “PW 
Leadership” eight-hour update 

course as a pre-conference 
workshop prior to the Joint 
Spring Conference in Vancouver, 
Washington.

Oregon attendees at a recent 
“Developing Leader” training.
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SPRING CONFERENCE 2005
The joint conference of the Oregon Chapter APWA 

and the Oregon Emergency Management Association 
May 10-13 at Seven Feathers in Canyonville was a great 
success, with a few serious moments, plenty of fun, lots of 
learning, and then more fun.  More photos can be found 
on the web at www.oregonapwa.org.

OEMA had a great idea -- gift basket raffles

Barbara Duda and Yvonne McClain 
share a smile Myrtle Creek 

Golf Course was 
a “scramble”

The Oregon 
National Guard’s 
Military Air Rescue 
Team flew in 
several Blackhawk 
helicopters

PPPM interns from 
the UO helped out at 

the conference

A serious moment at a pre-conference workshop



5

Colleen Sweeney and 
Diane Warner in the 

exhibitors area

APWA and OEMA members debrief at the end of the conference

Gizmo “winner” Don Schut with Les Miller and 
Greg Miller

Counting the Gizmo gold -- more than $5,500 was 
raised for scholarships

Gene Appel 
and Lori Davis 
prepare for an 
educational 
session

Barbara Duda and 
Eric Jones  
received 
exceptional service 
awards from  
Greg Miller
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ANNUAL EQUIPMENT ROADEO IS 
COMING IN SEPTEMBER
By Howard Schussler, Lane County Public Works

The Twelfth Annual Technical Training School & Equipment Operator 
Skills Demonstration will be held September 13-15 at the Columbia Gorge 

Discovery Center in The Dalles. A block of rooms 
will be reserved at Cousin’s Country Inn for 
lodging. 

The event is sponsored by Oregon Association 
of County Engineers & Surveyors and offers 
three days focused on education, competition, 
innovations, presentations, and communication.  
Featured in this year’s program: customer 
service and the public sector, vactor truck tools 
and techniques, equipment operation and 
maintenance, and CDL regulations on secure 

loads, weight limits and special waste handling.  
For the skill demonstration, “top gun” participants must compete in 

grader, loader, and plow events. The top two finalists will earn all-expense 
paid trips to the Nationals in Estes Park, Colorado, sponsored by APWA.

For more information contact: Skills Demo Committee, Kelli Candella, 
at (541) 322-7104, or kellic@co.deschutes.or.us, or check out www.
skillsdemo.org

Participants at the Developing Leader training in 
March at Bend divided into small groups to practice 

learning concepts

Problem solving at the Street Maintenance & 
Collections Systems Short School in April at Newport

The 2004-2005 Oregon 
MATHCOUNTS competition was 
another huge success. The number 
of students continues to increase 
each year, with 391 students 
from 59 schools registered for 
competition this year.

During February, competition 
was held in the 10 regions within 
the state. From the regional 
competition, 12 teams and 18 
individuals advanced to the state 
competition which was held at 
Oregon State University on March 
5. The winning students from the 
state competition who represented 
Oregon at National competition 
were: Eric Larson and Xu Moor, both 
8th graders from Roosevelt Middle 
School, Eugene; Avi Levy, 8th grader 
from Athey Creek Middle School, 
West Linn; and Valerie Chia, 8th 
grader from Stoller Middle School, 
Portland. 

The team representing Roosevelt 
Middle School from Eugene took 
the top team award. The coach from 
that team, Marna Knoer, became the 
coach of the Oregon team. The next 
four teams were from the following 
schools: Stoller Middle School, 
Beaverton School District, coached 
by Darshan Patra; Highland Park 
Middle School, Beaverton, coached 

EDUCATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

by Manny Norse; Lake Oswego 
Junior High School, Lake Oswego, 
coached by Andy Clark; and Athey 
Creek Middle School, West Linn, 
coached by Paul Reiland.

The National competition was 
held on May 5 in Detroit, Michigan. 

The Oregon team finished in 
20th place, with team member 
Eric Larson 53rd in the individual 
competition. 

Oregon Chapter APWA was one 
of the sponsors of the 2004-2005 
MATHCOUNTS Program.

OREGON MATHCOUNTS REPORT By Ron Polvi, MATHCOUNTS Foundation President
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Mannuel Molina, Wasterwater 
Mgr, City of Klamath Falls, 
(541) 883-5384

Rich Hobernicht, Admin 
Services Mgr, Washington Cty, 
(503) 846-3680

Todd Watkins, Eng Assoc, 
Washington Cty, (503) 846-7650

Dayna Johnson, EIT, Eng Assoc, 
City of Tualatin, (503) 691-3036

Chris Doty, City of Redmond, 
(541) 504-2001

Chuck Cox, Supt, City of 
Klamath Falls, (541) 883-5385

Joe David, Supervisor, City of 
Klamath Falls, (541) 883-5385

Al Bennett, Regional Sales Mgr, 
URETEK USA Inc, (503) 767-3580

Michael Macnoskey, Stormwater 
Management, (503) 240-3393

Ed Harrison, PE, Assoc. Eng, City 
of Klamath Falls, (541) 850-9692

Gene Smith, City of Scappoose, 
(503) 543-7184

Jeffrey Paschall, Civil Eng, City 
of Springfield, (541) 726-3670

William Hamann, Sr. Envt 
Technician, City of Springfield, 
(541) 726-3670

Kristi Mayes-J-Krueger, 
Civil Eng, City of Springfield, 
(541) 726-3670

Carole Knapel, Project Mgr, City 
of Springfield, (541) 726-3672

Eric Hoovestol, Asst Project Mgr, 
LDC Design Group, Inc, 
(503) 858-4242

Greg Thiel, Sr Project Mgr, LDC 
Design Group, Inc, (503) 858-4242

Timothy Gaschke, Project Eng, 
CESNW, Inc, (503) 968-6655

Daniel C. Gunther, Project Eng, 
Kpff Consulting Engineers, 
(503) 227-3251

Greg A. Sharp, Territory Sales 
Mgr, Crafco, Inc, (971) 645-1826

Joseph Marek, Traffic Engineer, 
Clackamas County, (503) 353-4705

NEW MEMBERS

On April 21, Gov. Ted Kulongoski 
declared May 16-22, 2005, as 
National Public Works Week in 
Oregon.  The official declaration 
dates back to President Kennedy, 
who first proclaimed National Public 
Works Week to remind us of the 
many ways public works contribute 
to our quality of life. 
 
WASHINGTON COUNTY 
HOLDS WEEKEND FAIR

Washington County observed 
National Public Works Week with 
a weekend Public Works Fair at 
Washington Square and week-
long displays at the Public Services 
Building and Walnut Street Center.

Plans for the Public Works 
Fair and other activities during 
the week-long celebration were 
coordinated by LUT, with partners 
Clean Water Services, Tualatin Valley 
Water District, and the Oregon 
Department of Transportation. 
The Oregon Chapter of the APWA 
provided funding for the yellow 
construction hats and stickers given 
to kids who visited our displays.

GRESHAM CELEBRATES 
‘EVERYDAY IN EVERYWAY’

At the City of Gresham’s 
Department of Environmental 
Services public works employees 
reach and teach people “everyday 
in everyway” about respecting 
resources in the areas of water, 
wastewater, stormwater, parks and 
transportation. 

Activities to recognize Gresham 
public works employees during 
National Public Works Week 
included a question-and-answer 
with schoolchildren at a local 
city park. An  ice cream social for 
public works employees, attended 
by Gresham’s city manager and 
members of the city council, 
was held on May 18 at the DES 
Operations Headquarters. A local 
tour for school children at the 

Gresham Wastewater Treatment 
Plant took place on May 20. 

Gresham’s National Public Works 
Week community outreach was 
capped off during the Gresham 
100-Year Celebration Parade on May 
21 in the Children’s Activity Area, 
where Ops 
staff provided 
a giant 
aerator for 
the children 
to climb into 
and handed 
out free 
yellow plastic 
hardhats 
to children 
to promote 
public works. 

Public Works Week being  
observed in Gresham

EUGENE URGES YOUNGSTERS 
TO ‘DISCOVER PUBLIC WORKS’

Residents were invited to “Discover 
Public Works” at the 14th annual 
Eugene Public Works Open House on 
May 19 at the Public Works Yard.

Designed primarily for 
youngsters, the event showcased the 
many services that Eugene Public 
Works provides in the community.  
“Tiny Park” highlighted the work 
of the department’s Parks and Open 
Space Division, “Tiny Town” taught 
children how to be safe in traffic, 
“Water World” featured stormwater 
and wastewater services, and the 
“Equipment Rodeo” gave people of 
all ages a chance to sit behind the 
wheel of heavy 
equipment.

Mayor Kitty 
Piercy attended 
and also issued 
a proclamation 
declaring Public 
Works Week in 
Eugene.

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK
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August 24-25, Covered Bridge 
Seminar, Lane County,  
541-589-4100

September 13-15, Equipment 
Roadeo, The Dalles,  
www.skillsdemo.org

September 11-14, International 
Congress, Minneapolis,  
www.apwa.net

October 10-13, Fall Conference, 
Gleneden Beach

October 19-21, Street Maintenance 
& Collection Systems Fall School, 
Redmond

2005 CALENDAR

For more information or to 
register online visit 

www.oregonapwa.org/training.

RESERVE ROOMS NOW FOR 2005 
FALL CHAPTER CONFERENCE
By Lila Bradley, Conference Chair

The Oregon APWA 2005 Fall Conference will be held on the 
beautiful Oregon coast at Salishan Lodge in Gleneden Beach just south 
of Lincoln City.

The conference committee is in the planning stages of the program, 
with an excellent group of sessions to choose from and ideas still 
coming in. The conference schedule is October 10-13, which is Monday 
through Thursday. Government rates for a traditional room are $65 for 
a single and $85 for a double. The non-government rate is $99 for single 
or a double. For reservations please call 1-800-452-2300.  

If you plan on staying for the 
weekend, the conference room rate 
will be extended for two days prior 
and two days after the meeting 
dates, subject to availability of 
rooms at the time of reservation. 

For more information, call Lila 
Bradley at 541-996-1235, or email 
her at lilab@lincolncity.org.


