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One does not have to look far to see the 
great job that AWPA does for both you, the 

members, and our local communities. This all 
happens through the positive volunteerism within 
our Oregon APWA Chapter membership. 

Thanks to Mark Schoening and Michelle 
Cahill as conference co-chairs and the entire 
committee from the cities of Eugene and 
Springfield and Lane County for the outstanding 
job on our Spring Conference in Eugene. If you 
weren’t able to attend, go to the chapter website 
at www.oregonapwa.org to get at least get a 
flavor one of the finest conventions we have had. 
There was great attendance and a record number 
of exhibitors that made the entire conference 
fun and exciting. From broad-based technical 
sessions (available on the web) to the many social 
networking opportunities, it was “one class act.” 
Our sincere thanks and kudos to you all!

As we look ahead to the fall convention 
October 21-24 in Welches, we have yet another 
great example of volunteerism through Dave 
Rouse with the City of Gresham, Paul Shirey 
from the City of Milwaukie, and Troy Bowers 
from Munay Smith teaming up as co-chairs. They 
already have a strong committee in place and are 
well under way in the planning of the convention 
activities. We extend a special invitation and 
encourage those of you who have recently joined 
the Oregon Chapter or have never attended a 
conference to make a commitment to join with 
us this fall and experience first hand the great 
opportunities available to you. For those “old 
timers” who are APWA convention veterans and 
long-time active supporters, please accept our 
challenge to extend a personal initiation to at least 
one new person who has not attended in recent 
years or is new to the APWA organization.  

But volunteerism does not stop here. In 
May we recognized National Public Works Week 
which has grown in magnitude each year. This 
year we not only received a formal proclamation 
from Oregon Governor Ted Kulongoski, but our 
National President Larry Frevert was able to get 
APWA formally recognized on Capitol Hill in 

Washington, D.C. Many of your local agencies 
had significant volunteerism from staff and local 
officials as you held Public Works awareness 
activities. The media was full of stories that helped 
educate the local communities about the many 
positive attributes of our hard working members.

The National APWA Congress will be held 
August 17-20 in New Orleans. It was scheduled 
to be there in 2006 but, due to the catastrophic 
damage from Hurricane Katrina, was moved out a 
couple of years. The national APWA board asked 
for volunteers and financial support from all of 
our APWA community and the call was answered 
strongly. Our Oregon Chapter provided not only 
monetary assistance but volunteer staff who will 
be helping in supporting roles during the week of 
congress. 

We also have great volunteers who have 
stepped forward to serve on numerous national 
committees and task groups that help guide the 
overall APWA organization. Members who serve 
on the accreditation committee have helped 
numerous local agencies across the country to 
earn this highly coveted recognition. 

Your board of directors of the Oregon Chapter 
has also increased its commitment and energy 
to help strengthen our Oregon Chapter. As we 
discussed at the Spring Conference, we need 
you, the members, to be directly involved in 
moving our great organization to a new level for 
positive growth in the future. We have identified 
and implemented a new committee structure 
for the chapter that will provide a stronger 
communication network and provide greater 
member. Board members will now have direct line 
responsibilities to the individual committees of 

save the dates:

APWA 
Celebrates 
Renewal  
August 17–20 
New Orleans  
www.apwa.net.

Oregon APWA 
Fall Conference 
October 21–24, 
Welches

In a time where the economy is slow 
and budgets are tight, it is great to 

hear what we are doing right as public 
works professionals and not about the 

lack of funding for potholes or poor 
infrastructure.

continued on page 5
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Awards & Pace: Nominates candidates for 
various APWA National and Oregon Chapter 
Awards.  

Conference Steering: Develops dates and 
locations for Chapter conferences, assists local 
conference committees. 

Fall 2008 Conference: Planning and 
execution of Fall Conference in Welches. 

Education: Arranges educational courses each 
year for our members and their employees; manage 
contract with Event Solutions for assistance. Gregg 
Weston 

E-Networking  
Emergency Management: Arranges 

educational courses each year for our members and their employees; manage contract 
with Event Solutions for assistance. 

Diversity: Promotes diversity in public works.   
Futures: Identifies and influences long-term trends that may impact public works 

programs and decisions.   
Historical: Prepares and maintains information on the Chapter’s history. 
Intergovernmental: Promotes coordination between various public works 

organizations and other agencies; shares info, resources. 
Leadership and Management: Exchanges information about PW policies and 

legislative issues.  
Membership: Tracks Chapter membership, provide membership information to 

prospective members, works to maintain and increase membership.
Public Works Luncheon: Organizes luncheons with speakers in Portland and 

Eugene.

Marketing and Public Relations:  Shares information about public works, serves 
as a resource for issues and training related to public information and involvement, 
and provides Chapter publicity and marketing tools, including newsletter, web site, and 
e-networking.

Scholarships: Advertises Chapter scholarships to universities and Chapter 
members; selects and tracks recipients.  

Standard Specifications: Produces and updates public works construction 
specifications. 

Transportation: Provides a liaison to National APWA Committee, shares info in 
Chapter on transportation design, construction and maintentance. 

ULCC/One Call: Chapter liaison to Oregon Utilities Coord. Council. & Oregon 
Utility Notification Center Board of Directors. 

Water Resources: Provides resource lists, tech. and regulatory information to 
Chapter, provides a point of contact for National APWA to comment on potential water 
resource legislation/regulation.  

Committees emergenCy 
management 
Committee rePort

The Spring Conference provided 
an excellent opportunity for the 
Emergency Management Committee 
(EMC) to recruit members.  The 
diversified committee will be much 
stronger once it has an urban and a 
rural county government member.  
Please join EMC if you have a 
passion to help your fellow PW 
professionals be prepared for natural 
and man-caused hazards.   

Also, EMC is looking to help you 
meet your PW disaster/emergency, 
life safety and damage reduction 
expectations.  Let us know what is 
“eating at you” and we’ll do our 
best to help you resolve it, including 
referring you to a subject matter 
expert, arranging specialized training 
or planning presentations for 
coming conferences.  Please contact 
Les Miller at 503-808-4400 or d.les.
miller@usace.army.mil.

Free PaWs Print 
Booklets

Help Kids Discover PW

Do you know a school or daycare 
center that would like free copies of 
“Paws Print,” APWA National’s fun 
newspaper for kids?  

The colorful, 8-page newspaper 
is full of fun facts and activities, 
including puzzles and cartoon 
drawings.

The Oregon Chapter has about 
400 copies of the free publication.  
To request copies, contact Eric Jones 
at (541) 682-5523, or eric.r.jones@
ci.eugene.or.us.

get involved! 
make a diFFerenCe! 
Great opportunities are just 
a click away. Go to www.
oregonapwa.org/committees, 
find the committee you’d 
like to serve on, and follow 
through by calling or 
e-mailing the listed  
contacts. 
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aWards

www.otak.com

Finding innovative ways to make                  
            communities more livable – 
    and your vision attainable.

Comprehensive  
          Engineering 
                       Solutions

oregon aPWa Calls  
For aWard nominations

By Mark Schoening, Chapter Board

It’s your time to shine! Oregon 
APWA‘s Awards Program was 
established to recognize outstanding 
individuals, programs and projects 
representing the best in the public 
works profession.  

Application forms are available 
on the Chapter website (www.
oregonapwa.org/Awards) and are 
due to the appropriate committee by 
September 12.  Award winners will 
be announced at the fall conference 
at the Resort at the Mountain in 
Welches, Oregon, October 21–24.  
Set aside some time to recognize 
that individual or agency that over 
the past year made you proud to 
be a member of the public works 
profession.

Project of the Year — This 
award recognizes excellence, 
innovation and cooperation 
with regard to management and 
administration of public works 

ChaPter donation suPPorts oregon Food Bank Fundraiser
By Barbara Blair, Otak

Otak, along with GBD Architects, participated in Portland’s 12th 
Annual CANstruction®, a design/build competition where local architects, 
engineers, designers, and contractors came together to build spectacular 
structures to help the Oregon Food Bank fight hunger.

The APWA Oregon Chapter’s generous donation of $500 was used to 
help purchase nearly 3,000 canned food items to build the structure – a 
skateboard. The skateboard took about four hours to build and consisted of 
chicken broth, pineapple, olives, peaches, and oranges. Our abstract design 
won the People’s Choice Award from Pioneer Place. Everyone had a fun time 
participating in this great cause! 

projects through the alliance of the 
managing agency, consultant and 
contractor.  Awards are divided into 
three categories – Transportation, 
Wastewater and Water.  The projects 
must be completed between 
March 2007 and October 2008.  
This award is sponsored by the 
Awards Committee.  For additional 
information contact Gordon Munroe 
at gordonmunro@kennedyjenks.com.

Julian Award for 
Sustainability — The award 
recognize individuals, practices 
or projects that showcase the role 
of public works in furthering the 
principles of sustainability.  The 
awards are intended to recognize 
systems thinking, long term 
design practices, and infrastructure 
systems that sustain society.  The 
awards are intended to further 
APWA’s purpose of education 
and recognition of excellence.  
Julian Awards for Sustainability 
are awarded in the following 
categories - agency wide policies; 
operating practices, procedures 
or programs; projects or facilities; 
and an individual’s long term work 
effort to promote sustainability.  
This award is sponsored by the 
Futures Committee.  For additional 
information contact Jeanne Nyquist 
at nyquistassociates@yahoo.com.

Young Leader — This 
award recognizes and encourages 
young APWA members who have 
demonstrated an initial commitment 

to the profession and the Association 
and show potential for future growth 
within the Association. The award 
promotes the concept that length of 
career does not necessarily indicate 
leadership abilities or potential for 
service.  This award is sponsored by 
the Leadership and Management 
Committee.  For additional 
information contact Victoria Saager 
at victoria_saager@co.washington.
or.us.

take time to reCognize an 
everyday hero

Do you know someone in the 
public works community who 
consistently provides superior 
customer service, makes the best 
use of public resources, helps 
others to succeed, and is a good 
person to work with?

If so, Oregon APWA has an 
opportunity for you to identify 
this person as being an Everyday 
Hero. The Everyday Hero award 
is not a competition but rather 
an acknowledgement by a 
person’s peers.  Heroes will be 
mentioned in chapter newsletters 
and acknowledged at the spring 
and fall conferences. For more 
information about the award, 
contact Kim McMillan, P.E., City 
of Tigard, kim@tigard-or.gov or 
(503) 718-2642. You can also 
access additional information 
and the nomination form at the 
chapter’s website.    
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sPring ConFerenCe
eugene ConFerenCe goes 
distanCe, sets green Bar

More than 200 public works 
professionals including APWA 
members and non-members, first 
timers and retirees, and exhibitors 
“went the distance” at the spring 
APWA conference in Eugene  

Delegates were welcomed 
by Eugene’s reigning Slug Queen 
Leigh Anne Jasheway-Bryant who 
also provided an outstanding 
comedy performance after the 
Thursday evening banquet.  A wide 
range of technical sessions provided 
delegates with new and innovative 
ways of serving the public.  Keynote 
speakers included local author and 
newspaper columnist Bob Welch and 
former San Francisco 49er, minister 
and motivational speaker Bubba 
Paris.   

The conference committee 
met its goal of “greening” the 
conference — reducing paper by 
providing delegates with flash drives 
loaded with the technical session 
presentations, encouraging hotel 
guests to reuse sheets and towels, 
and recycling food scraps through 
a local composting program.  The 
bar was set for the fall conference 
at the Resort at the Mountain in 
Welches, October 21-24, 2008.

Welcome! Event volunteers (from left)
Anders Jorgenson, Peggy Keppler and 
Karen Roybal on prize patrol (right)

Conference tours included a blustery 
but enjoyable walk through the Delta 

Ponds (below)

Motivational speaker 
extraordinaire Bubba Paris  
(center) with Rick Olson 
and Rob McCrea of Spec 
Industries. 

Bottom row photos: 

Fun foursome (from left) 
Susie Smith, Michelle 
Cahill, Terry Colvin and 
Teri Higgins 

Keynote speaker Bob Welch 
from the Register-Guard 

Karen Roybal carries a 
torch for public works
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I am Dirk 
From Public 
Works
By Leigh Anne Jasheway-Bryant

www.accidentalcomic.com

I pick up your leaves

And have a plan

To resurface roads

And prevent traffic jams

Do you like

Throwing out your back

I did not think

You’d enjoy that, Jack

You would not like sewage

here or there.

You would not like it

Almost anywhere.

Would you like to 

Be more sustainable 

Call us for that

It’s a no-brainable.

You could not, should not, resurface a       

 road

You could not, should not, plough your  

 own snow

You will not camp without a permit

Even if you are green and called Kermit

You should not, would not handle toxic  

 waste

Either very slow or with great haste

You should not build in a flood zone

You should not set up orange cones

I am Dirk

From Public Works

The dirtiest jobs

I will not shirk

W A T E R W A S T E W A T E R S T O R M W A T E R

Visit our website for more information on services or career opportunities:
www.westyost.com

Let us show you how...

Just Add Water

We’re all about water.

Potable water, wastewater, reclaimed 
water, and stormwater. Our focus brings 

advantages to your organization, 
program, projects, or career.

continued from page 1
the chapter and will help identify and promote stronger committee structure, goals and 
most importantly two-way communication back to our board and to the members we serve. 

Through our strategic planning sessions and focus groups we have reorganized 
some of the standing committees, created new ones, and identified areas where you 
the members can help us. If you would take a moment to visit our chapter website at 
www.oregonapwa.org and click on the committee page, you will see the results of our 
efforts and where we have great opportunities for you to become an “APWA Volunteer.” 
Whether you just join a committee or step up to the challenge as a chair, we need you 
to become a volunteer in our future of APWA. In addition we have a great educational 
committee that will host over eight training schools in the upcoming year. There are 
great opportunities to be part of planning or teaching these courses. 

While we recognize that volunteering requires a huge priority commitment for 
our families, careers, and recreation, we need to ensure that we leave a positive legacy 
for those who follow in our footsteps within APWA. We have a strong and wonderful 
Oregon Chapter that ranks among the top chapters in the country. This has happened 
through the dedication and volunteerism of those that have traveled the road before us. We 
ask each of you to take our personal challenge and to volunteer for just one APWA program 
during 2008. We promise it will make you feel proud that you took time to volunteer. 

Best wishes and have a great summer.

PO Box 2354
Salem, OR 97308-2354  

3000 Market Street, Suite 258 
Salem, OR 97301
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events CeleBrate PuBliC Works  
Week in oregon

Once a year public works professionals make a special effort to let people 
know about the efforts we make to protect the environment, improve public 
health and safety,  contribute to economic vitality, and enhance the quality 
of life of every community we serve.

In proclamations issued by the United States Senate and Oregon Gov. 
Ted Kulongoski, the week of May 18-24 was recognized as ‘‘National Public 
Works Week’’, an occasion that “recognizes and celebrates the important 
contributions that public works professionals make every day” to our 
communities, our state, our nation and the world.

At the other end of the scale, homegrown events like Public Works Day 
in Eugene and the Public Works Fair in Washington County make public 
works accessible to everyone, from tots and toddlers to our most senior 
citizens.

By Eric Jones, Public Affairs Manager, 
Eugene Public Works

An estimated 1,300 schoolchildren, 
accompanied by more than 300 adults, 
filled the Public Works Yard in Eugene on 
May 15 as Eugene Public Works continued 
a 20-year tradition of celebrating Public 
Works Week with a community open 
house.

As always, the biggest hit was the big 
machinery.  Youngsters love to imagine 
themselves driving a 10-yard dump truck 
or moving tons of dirt with a giant front-
end loader. 

Even though children are the primary 
audience for Public Works Day in Eugene, 
there are plenty of opportunities to answer 

Washington County 
takes message to 
Community

By Victoria Saager, Washington 
County

Washington County’s Board 
of Commissioners proclaimed May 
18-24 National Public Works Week 
and called upon “…all citizens and 
civic organizations to...recognize the 
contributions which public works make 
every day to our health, safety, comfort 
and quality of life.” “Public works provide 
the physical infrastructure we must have 
for social and economic development, 
representing the investment of our tax 
money in our own future.” This year’s 
theme was Public Works: The Future is Now.

Our annual Public Works Fair at 
Washington Square is an opportunity to 
take that message out into the community. 
The county Department of Land Use and 
Transportation’s display featured how we 
integrate caring for the environment into 
our land development and transportation 
system responsibilities. Our Good-Wall 
/ Bad-Wall “Permits Protect” display 
provided information about how to build 
“green” and how to recycle building 
materials. We also had info on curbside 
recycling, composting, and waste 
prevention.

A Full Line Of On-site Electrical Power Generation

Electricity is an essential part of life at work and home. Whether you require 
standby power when your utility is temporarily unavailable or prime power 
when no utility is available, power generating systems from Kohler Power 
Systems o�er quality, dependable power at a moment’s notice.

 

 

Paci�c Power Generation o�ers 24 hour parts and service several branch locations 
throughout Oregon, Washington, Alaska and Hawaii.

 
GENERATOR SETS & ACCESSORIES FEATURES

 

a serious question or two from grownups.  
Think about it; when was the last time you 
had a chance to talk to 300 happy adults 
who are receptive to almost anything you 
have to say because their kids are having a 
great time.

It’s also a chance for employees to get 
reconnected to the community they serve.  
No matter how you look at it, Public 
Works Day in Eugene is a great investment 
in the future.  In fact, you might say “The 
Future is Now!”

PuBliC Works day in eugene Brings out 1,300 kids

Josiah Sheehan, a park specialist for 
Eugene Public Works, gets a pint-size 

perspective of natural resources
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neW memBers

ELAINE WERNER, Transportation 
Construction QA Spec, HDR 
Engineer, (503) 423-3763

JAMES P. HAVLINEK, President, 
Shop Equipment Co. Inc., (503) 
620-2794

KAS SMILEY, Marketing 
Coordinator, CMTS, Inc, (503) 
242-1388

DENISE M. DIETRICH, Engineer, 
City of Portland, (503) 823-5363

JOHN BURGI, PE, Civil Engineer, 
David Evans and Associates, Inc., 
(541) 389-7614

TERRY R. COLVIN, Engineering 
Associate, City of Eugene, (541) 
682-5398

DALE GOODMAN, Public Works 
Director, City of St Helens, (503) 
397-6272

JOEL HOWIE, Project Manager, 
David Evans and Associates, Inc., 
(503) 361-8635

CHRIS WHITE, Civil Engineer 
Designer, David Evans and 
Associates, Inc., (541) 389-7614

STACEY KINTIGH, Maintenance 
Supervisor, City of Springfield, (541) 
726-3616

KATIE MARWITz, Associate 
Engineering Technician, City of 
Eugene, (541) 682-8135

TIMOTHY ASKIN, Student, 
University of Oregon, (503) 
998-2942

KEITH TURNER, PE, Public 
Works Supervisor, City of Corvallis, 
(541) 754-1756

FRED WILLER, Project Manager, 
OBEC Consulting Engineers, (541) 
583-6090

Our ped-actuated countdown traffic 
signal got lots of action, as parents 
coached their children on how to cross the 
street safely. Maps of road work planned 
for this summer were on display, as were 
maps of Major Streets and Transportation 
Program projects planned through 
2012. We gave away “A-B-C’s of Green 
Engineering” coloring books and lots of 
toy yellow construction hats adorned with 
P.W. Paws stickers. The hats and P.W. Paws 

stickers and coloring books were funded by 
a generous grant from the APWA Oregon 
Chapter. 

ODOT’s Safety Wheel is always a hit 
– spin the wheel, answer a traffic safety 
question, win a prize! TriMet displayed 
their almost life-size model of the new 
WES Commuter Train, scheduled to 
start running this fall. The Washington 
County Bicycle Transportation Coalition 
gave away bicycle helmets and bicycle 
safety info. The Joint Water Commission’s 
display told the story of clean and safe 
drinking water. Kids enjoyed creating their 
own water quality button. Clean Water 
Services provided tips on how to protect 
our rivers and streams. Their Canine 
Pledge program and Freeze the Grease kits 
were very popular.

As it happens, the weekend of our 
Public Works Fair broke all heat records 
so the mall was full of folks with lots of 
questions about public works. Perhaps 
some of those children sporting yellow 
hats in the mall will be our future public 
works professionals.

All this was possible due to those who 
helped plan and staff this community 
outreach event. By volunteering to 
interact with the citizens we serve and 
answer their questions face to face, these 
volunteers modeled our goal of excellence 
in customer service. Thank you to all who 
contributed to another successful Public 
Works Fair!

A future public works professional spins 
the “Wheel of Safety” and prepares to answer 
a traffic safety question posed by ODOT’s KC 
Humphrey (left) and Sam Hunaidi (in safety 
vests)

Get the latest news at 
www.oregonapwa.org
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2008 Calendar
August 17-20, APWA Congress and Exposition, New Orleans 

October 7-8, Pump Station Design, Red Lion on the River, Portland

October 21-24, Oregon APWA Fall 2008 Conference, Resort at 
the Mountain, Welches

November 5-7, Street Maintenance & Collection Systems Fall 
School, Best Western Resort, Agate Beach (Newport

November 18-21, Public Works Leadership, Surfsand Resort, 
Cannon Beach

American Public Works Association
Oregon Chapter
P.O. Box 410
Otis, Oregon 97368
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APWA News is published quarterly by the American Public Works 
Association, Oregon Chapter,  P.O. Box 410 Otis, OR 97368

E-mail: eric.r.jones@ci.eugene.or.us
Website: www.oregonapwa.org

More information, including online registration, is available at 
www.oregonapwa.org/training or by contacting Cameo Management Solutions, 

541-994-3201 
Cameo@wcn.net
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