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‘Tis the season for giving, so let me offer 
heartfelt thanks to all those who helped 

make the Oregon Chapter a success in 2009.

On behalf of the entire chapter I wish to 
thank co-chairs Paul Shirey, Dave Rouse and 
Troy Bowers for the outstanding Fall Conference 
at Welches. These gentlemen along with a 
very strong support committee provided a 
well-organized and informative conference 
schedule that included a special presentation 
by our National President Noel Thompson to 
Congressman Peter DeFazio for his outstanding 
contributions to Public Works via the Federal 
Transportation Committee in Washington D.C.

The technical sessions included a full three 
tracks with emphasis on transportation, and 
sustainability issues that are very important and 
timely to our members. Todd Watkins and his 
committee are already under way in planning for 
the Spring Conference in Seaside, so stay tuned 
for more information 
in the coming months. 
Please save the dates 
for April 28– May 1. 
I wish to also extend 
congratulations to Terry 
Chamberlin for winning 
the Bowes award and to 
Paul Shirey for his honor of winning the Gizmo.

As we close in on the end of the year, your 
Oregon chapter board is very involved in the 
transition and budgeting process for 2009. 
As with the national economy, we are seeing 
slightly lower attendance at our conferences 
and educational classes, which can impact 
our financial budgeting for next year. We 
are very proactive in this process and have 
identified new members to help strengthen our 
central education and conference committees 
to make sure we are offering the best and 
most appropriate topics for 2009. Our APWA 
conferences and seminars are still the best 
avenue for our members to keep their continuing 
educational hours current. 

“Our National President Noel 
Thompson has asked me to pass 

on his congratulations for the great 
chapter we have here in Oregon.”

continued on page 2

Over the next month we will be developing 
a survey to our membership on how to improve 
our offerings next year. When you receive the 
e-mail, please take the time to respond back with 
your suggestions and comments.

We will also be seeking additional members 
to our committees for 2009. If you are a newer 
member or even an older member who has 
come back to APWA with renewed energy, please 
consider volunteering a little time to the chapter. 
On the chapter’s web site we list the committees 
and the board contacts who are responsible 
for each committee. Just drop an e-mail to the 
board members and let them know you are 
interested. If you have any additional thoughts 
or comments on how we might improve our 
offerings, please let our next President-Elect 
Peggy Keppler know.

That said, the Oregon Chapter continues to 
be one of the strongest and most active chapters 

in APWA National. Our 
membership continues to be 
around 800 members and 
we are in sound financial 
condition. Our members 
continue be involved in the 
local chapter, and many 
are serving in national 

APWA committee roles. In addition, several of 
our chapter member agencies have attained 
APWA accreditation or have successfully been 
reaccredited. 

This speaks highly of the caliber of members 
not only here in Oregon but across the country. 
Our National President Noel Thompson has 
asked me to pass on his congratulations for the 
great chapter we have here in Oregon.

Part of that great recognition belongs to 
Eric Jones who has provided countless hours of 
creativity for our great chapter PR and web site 
to help our external visibility and to Barbara 
Blair for her endless energy as our membership 
chair. Kudos to you both.

ConFerenCe 
Photos

Pages 6 & 7

the Winner is......
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President continued from  page 1

I wish to thank our board and the 
committee chairs for the tremendous job 
this year. We would not have been able 
to tackle some of the tough projects and 
strategic initiatives this year without the 
dedication and guidance from all of you. 
Yvonne McClain has regretfully had to 
resign her position as President Elect due 
to her job responsibilities in Oregon and 
Florida. We wish to thank her for her 
time on the board and her leadership 
during the last few years.

Peggy Keppler will move up to 
the President- Elect slot and is already 
moving forward on her oversight of the 
education and conference committees. 
Jim Carnahan has agreed to serve as 
Secretary and follow Peggy through the 
chairs, with Mark Schoening starting 
the journey through the executive 
chairs as our Treasurer. Ken Fuller, Marty 
Anderson, Bob Patterson and Todd 
Watkins will remain on the board and we 
will welcome new board members Terry 
Song and Elizabeth Papadopoulos in 
2009. Hugh Kalani will continue his great 
job as our National Delegate.

Kurt Corey continues to be an 
inspiration to our chapter and our 
national organization. As he leaves the 
board in January as the Past President, I 
wish to thank him for the years of board 

service, guidance and leadership that 
he has provided to our chapter. I have 
been truly blessed to have served along 
side him for so many years now and the 
personal friendship we have developed 
along the way (although his golf game 
can use some serious help).

As Gregg Weston takes over the helm 
as your new Chapter President in January 
I know the chapter will be in great hands. 
It has been a pleasure to serve with him 
for the last five years, and he will provide 
great energy, leadership and guidance 
to the board. I ask that you extend the 
hand of service to Gregg and offer to help 
volunteer in some capacity in 2009.

Finally, I wish to thank each of you, 
the members of APWA for the chance to 
have served this year as your President. 
It has been a great honor and a pleasure 
that I will always cherish. APWA has 
been a big part of my professional carrier 
and I look forward to serving in other 
capacities of support to the chapter 
in the years to come. We have a great 
organization that will do great things.

Have a safe and happy holiday 
season with your family and friends!

Young Leader 
sees a green 
Future

Matt Rodrigues, a civil engineer 
with the Eugene Public Works 
Department, was recognized as Young 
Leader of the Year at the 2008 Oregon 
APWA Fall Conference in Welches.

Rodrigues 
has worked 
with the City 
of Eugene since 
2004. As an 
engineering 
professional, 
he has put his 
training in 
bridge design 
and his experience with software design 
to good use. He quickly adapted to a 
new set of skills in municipal public 
works engineering and is currently 
managing one of the most prominent 
programs in Eugene – a multi-million 
annual pavement preservation program.

“Matt is very effective interacting 
with staff and the public,” said Paul 
Klope, who nominated Rodriques for the 
award. “Maintenance supervisors have 
shared positive comments on  numerous 
occasions about Matt’s openness and 
willingness to address maintenance 
issues in the capital projects he 
manages.”

In addition, Rodrigues is active in 
mentoring OSU student interns through 
the CECOP program. He was in the first 
group to graduate from the NW Public 
Works Institute and also completed 
a nine-month leadership training 
program through the City of Eugene 
Management Institute.

As a young leader, Rodrigues sees 
a green future. He is a member of the 
chapter’s Water Resources Committee 
and is the lead representative for 
the Engineering Division in the 
implementation of Eugene’s stormwater 
development standards, including 
“green street” standards. Most recently, 
he has been selected as the project 
manager for Eugene’s internal Climate 
and Energy Plan to reduce greenhouse 
gases.
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oregon aPWa eLeCts 2009 ChaPter Board

Elizabeth 
Papadopoulos

Terry 
Song

Gregg 
Weston

neW memBers
KARIN BASART, Marketing Coordinator, 
CMTS, Inc, (503) 201-2597, 
kbasart@cmtsinc.com

MIKE MCCARTHY, PE, Project 
Engineer/Row Administrator, City of 
Tigard, (503) 718-2462, 
mikem@tigard-or.gov

HOWARD HAMILTON, Public Works 
Director, City of Newberg, (503) 537-1211, 
howard.hamilton@ci.newberg.or.us

JIM HIGDAY, President, Hardey 
Engineering & Assoc Inc, (541) 772-6880

JEFF W. OLSON, PE, Principal Engineer, 
Quincy Engineering, Inc., (503) 763-9995, 
jeffo@quincyeng.com

MARK GIBSON, Public Works Analyst, 
City of Wilsonville, (503) 570-1550, 
Gibson@ci.wilsonville.or.us

SUE BARMON, Branch Manager, 
Olympic Foundry Inc, (503) 281-3381, 
ofcoor@olympicfoundry.com

JEFF PROCIW, Engineer Technician, 
City of Springfield, (541) 726-3670, 
jprociw@ci.springfield.or.us

DAVE C. KENDALL, Senior Program 
Manager, Portland Water Bureau, 
(503) 823-1546, 
dkendall@water.ci.portland.or.us

JIM POLSTON, Associate Project Manager, 
City of Springfield, (541) 726-3652, 
jpolston@ci.springfield.or.us

MARTA CONTRERAS CARRILLO, 
Administrative Assistant, City of 
Woodburn, (503) 982-5240, 
marta.carrillo@ci.woodburn.or.us  

AARON TONEYS, Associate, Good 
Company, (541) 341-4663 x218, 
aaron.toneys@goodcompany.com 

JEFFREY LOFTIN, Civil Engineer II, City 
of Gresham, (503) 618-2669, 
jeffrey.lofton@ci.gresham.or.us

WALT COOK, Civil Engineer, Harris 
Group, (503) 345-4524, 
walt.cook@harrisgroup.com

BILLY CURTISS, Stormwater Engineering 
Assoc, City of Eugene, (541) 682-5297, 
billy.r.curtiss@ci.eugene.or.us

CAROL A. EARLE, PE, City Engineer, 
City of Happy Valley, (503) 760-3325, 
carol@ci.happy-valley.or.us

RICH C. FEUCHT, Engineer, City of 
Happy Valley, (503) 760-3325, 
rich@ci.happy-valley.or.us

JANE LEE, Region II Manager, Oregon 
DOT, (503) 986-2631, 
jane.s.lee@odot.state.or.us

CARLA Y. SPANGLER, I & I Investigation 
Project Manager, City of Eugene,(541) 
682-4894, carla.y.spangler@ci.eugene.or.us

ERIC N. WOLD, Natural Resources 
Manager, City of Eugene, (541) 682-4842, 
eric.n.wold@ci.eugene.or.us 

SCOTT STUART MACLEAN, Engineering 
Technician 2, Linn County, 
(541) 967-3919, smaclean@co.linn.or.us 

DAINEAL MALONE, Engineering 
Associate, Linn County, (541) 967-3919, 
dmalone@co.linn.or.us 

DAN BROWN, Director, City of 
Woodburn, (503) 982-5249, 
dan.brown@ci.woodburn.or.us 

ERIC LILSEqUIST, Asst City Engineer, 
City of Woodburn, (503) 982-5241, 
eric.lilsequist@ci.woodburn.or.us 

GARY J. BEACH, Construction Manager, 
Carollo Engineers, (503) 756-8326, 
gbeach@carollo.com 

HOLLY DERAMUS, Technical Trainer 
EPA, Linn Benton Community College, 
(541) 917-4621, 
holly.deramus@linnbenton.edu 

JOEY WRIGHT, Project Technician, City 
of Grants Pass, (541) 474-6355 x6320, 
jwright@grantspassoregon.gov 

GARRY BLACK, Maintenance Supervisor, 
City of Lebanon, (541) 258-4250, 
gblack@ci.lebanon.or.us 

Dan Grassick, City Engineer, City of 
Lebanon, (541) 258-4270, 
dgrassic@ci.lebanon.or.us 

MICHAEL GRIFFIN, Street Storm 
Supervisor, City of Keizer, 
(503) 856-3551, griffinm@keizer.org 

MARSHA A. MILLER, Director, Lane 
County, (541) 682-6910, 
marsha.miller@co.lane.or.us

The Oregon Chapter of the American 
Public Works Association (APWA) has 
elected its 2009 board of directors.

Serving as president will be Gregg 
Weston, principal with Otak, Inc., of 
Lake Oswego. Other board officers 
are President-elect Peggy Keppler, 
development review manager with the 
City of Eugene; Secretary Jim Carnahan, 
consultant, of Bend; and Treasurer Mark 

Schoening, city engineer at the City of 
Eugene.

Newly elected to the board are 
Terry Song, principal engineer at OBEC 
Consulting Engineers in Lake Oswego; 
and Elizabeth Papadopoulos, principal 
engineer with the City of Lake Oswego.

Continuing to serve as board 
member are Bob Patterson, public works 
director for the City of Pendleton; 

Marty Andersen, Local Agency Program 
liaison with the Oregon Department 
of Transportation, Todd Watkins, 
engineering associate at Washington 
County; and Ken Fuller, consultant, of 
Bend.

Rick Olson, CEO of Spec Industries 
in Eugene, will serve as immediate past 
president, and Hugh Kalani, retired, is the 
chapter’s national delegate.

The board was elected at the 
chapter’s fall 2008 chapter conference 
in Welches. The Oregon Chapter of 
APWA is an 800-member association 
of professional engineers, technicians, 
operations staff, public works directors, 
business people, contractors, consultants 
and many others who join together 
to exchange ideas and information, 
promote education and training, and 
work as a team to meet professional and 
community needs.
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PO Box 2354 
Salem, OR 97308-2354   

 
3000 Market Street, Suite 258 

Salem, OR 97301 

Office: 503.399.8002 
Fax: 503.399.8003 

Cellular: 503.709.1916 
Email: UFSOR@aol.com 

The Oregon Chapter of the 
American Public Works Association 
has recognized five major public works 
projects in the state of Oregon as 
“projects of the year.” The awards, which 
were presented at the association’s 
fall conference in Welches, cited 
accomplishments in five categories: 
transportation, drinking water, 
wastewater, stormwater and special 
projects.

transPortation 
ProjeCt oF the Year

Boeckman Road Extension 
Agency – City of Wilsonville
Consultant – HDR
Contractor – Kerr Contractors

This project successfully addressed 
many challenges, opportunities and 
features such as the potential for 20 
inches of settlement beneath the road, 
11 wildlife crossings, the possibility 
of floating water mains designed for 
pressures of 250 pounds per square, 
use of pervious sidewalks, the addition 
of interpretive markers, significant 
wetlands mitigation and the use of a 
roundabout to facilitate future road 
extensions.

Water ProjeCt oF the Year
Downtown Main Improvement
Agency – City of Portland
Consultant – Murray, Smith & Associates
Contractor – Moore Excavation

This water main improvement 
project had three huge challenges:  an 
extremely dense utility corridor; a 
heavily used transportation corridor 
including pedestrians, light rail, buses 

and other vehicles; and a large number 
of businesses that could be affected by 
construction. Through a flexible design, 
adjusted construction schedules and 
significant interaction with the public 
the project was completed with minimal 
disruption.

sanitarY seWer ProjeCt oF 
the Year
Pine Street Project
Agency – City of Grants Pass
Consultant – Parametrix
Contractor – James Fowler

This project was used as a platform 
to make major improvements to 
multiple public facilities, and included 
elements such as enhancing fish 
spawning grounds through modified 
storm drainage practices, adding alley 
manholes to facilitate feature sewer 
expansions, and total reconstruction of 
streets. Construction was continually 

adjusted based upon business access 
requirements, school busing schedules 
and groundwater monitoring.

storm Water ProjeCt oF the 
Year
Columbia Slough Storm Water 
Treatment Facility
Agency – City of Gresham
Consultant – Brown & Caldwell
Contractor – Tapani Underground

This project was a public/private 
venture to provide stormwater facilities 
for 965 acres of commercial and 
industrial land. The improvements 
were designed for a triple purpose 
that included stormwater  treatment, 
hazardous spill containment and 
education.

sPeCiaL ProjeCt oF the Year
Gold Hill Dam Removal
Agency – City of Gold Hill
Consultant – River Design Group
Contractor – Slayden construction

The removal of this dam was done 
as an environmental enhancement for 
fish passage and also as a safety step 
for recreation on the river. To get this 
project done the City worked with 14 
different agencies and had hundreds of 
volunteers. 

oregon aPWa announCes ProjeCts oF Year

Scott Wright, Senior Water Resources Engineer with River Design Group, 
accepts project of the year awards for the Gold Hill Dam removal
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honoraBLe mentions
Three projects also received 

honorable mention in the judging for 
projects of the year:

18th Avenue Pedestrian & Bike 
Improvements
Agency – City of Eugene
Consultant –  City of Eugene
Contractor – Eugene Sand Construction

This included significant 
improvements to pedestrian and bicycle 
movement, the addition stormwater 
swales, protection of a local cemetery 
with retaining walls and the addition of 
parking bays.

US 20 Philomath Couplet
Agency – ODOT & City of Philomath
Consultant –  Murray Smith & Associates
Contractor – Knife River

The final design of this project 
included a hybrid couplet in order 
to address the needs and issues of 
the local businesses, schools and 
ODOT. Environmental issues such as 
endangered species and fish passage 
were also key elements of the project.

Beavercreek Road Improvements
Agency – City of Oregon City
Consultant –  Wallis Engineering
Contractor – Dirt & Aggregate Interchange

This project included major 
upgrades to one of the busiest street 
in the community. The City took 
the extra steps to make this a special 
project such as recycling much of the 
excavated material, using green street 
design methods for storm water, and 
made special safety arrangements for the 
elderly, disabled and the school children 
during construction.

Setting the Standard for Quality,
Reliability & Customer Service

ChamBerLin earns Prestigious 
BoWes aWard

Terry Chamberlin, a past president and long-time member of the Oregon Chapter 
APWA, received the Bowes Award at the fall 2008 chapter conference in Welches. 

The Bowes Award has been given annually since 1978 to to honor a chapter 
member for distinguished service to the chapter which results in improvement, 
growth and public recognition of Oregon APWA and its members. It is the chapter’s 
highest individual honor.

Chamberlin, currently an engineering consultant with David Evans and 
Associates, joined the chapter in 1985. He chaired the chapter’s Audit and Public 
Relations committees, oversaw the updating of the chapter’s strategic plan, and 
had a hand in the formation of the Scholastic Foundation. He offered his time and 
experience as an instructor at Project Management trainings. He served as a board 
member and chapter officer, including a term as chapter president in 1998.

“What really stood out for me was what happened after his term as president,” 
said Eric Jones, the 2007 Bowes award winner. “Terry said when he was president that 
one of the greatest benefits 
of chapter membership 
is the relationships built 
at the conferences. And 
for years he has taken 
on the job of chairing 
the Conference Steering 
Committee.”

“Terry has worked 
to make his words a 
reality,” Jones said. “His 
commitment has helped 
make it possible for us to 
be here (at Welches) at this 
conference.” Terry Chamberlin accepts Bowes Award 

from Noel Thompson

advertise in 
the next issue 

oF aPWa neWs

ContaCt eriC jones, editor

541-682-5523

eriC.r.jones@Ci.eugene.or.us
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2008 aPWa FaLL ConFerenCe
The convocation at Welches has 

come and gone, and we have learned 
that “being green isn’t always easy.” 
Now it’s time to look forward, to the 
spring 2009 Oregon APWA conference in 
Seaside, April 28 through May 1.

Russ Thomas brought the Gizmo, festooned with antlers.  
Then Russ went to work, and $6,000 later Paul Shirey took the Gizmo home. 

Great job, Russ, on the fundraising effort!

Members enjoyed the largesse 
provided by the exhibitors at the 

Wednesday evening social.

Eric Jones and Bron Wickum 
 tour the links.

Chapter board members Todd 
Watkins and Peggy Keppler.

Conference co-chairs extraordinaire: Dave 
Rouse, Paul Shirey, and Troy Bowers

ODOT Director Matt Garrett 
delivers a keynote address

Ron Kampe 
introduces 
a speaker 
at one of 
the many 
excellent 
technical 
sessions.
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FaLL short sChooL Long on vaLue
The fall school in Agate Beach 

drew 151 students, 15 exhibitors and 
38 speakers. Mark your calendar now 
for the Spring 2009 Street Maintenance 
& Collection Systems conference April 
8-10 at Eagle Crest in Redmond.

The keynote speaker was Steve Nichols 
from Lane County. His topic was 

“Remember Charlie”, an inspirational 
safety film and lecture.

Bill Heilman a WES wastewater 
mechanic, taught a pump maintenance 

and inspection class that included the 
hands-on assembling and disassembling 

of two centrifugal pumps.

A well-attended Roads Scholar session

A keynote address on global warming and sustainability 
by Dr. Ken Williamson raised some pretty serious issues.

Informative exhibits captured the attention of  
conference delegates.

A tour of Marmot Dam, Roslyn Lake and the Power 
House connected public works and the great outdoors.
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Visit our website for more information on services or career opportunities:
www.westyost.com

Let us show you how...

West Yost Associates was founded on the 
principle of providing a higher level of client 

service. It’s a hallmark of our success and 
growth.  A strong client service ethic has been 

instilled throughout the firm from our vice 
presidents to our receptionists and it shows.

Client Service
Rings True for WYA

The Portland APWA Luncheon 
Committee has completed another 
successful year. The committee is 
comprised of three members:  Andrea 
Kuehnel, ZZA-Terracon; Jim Kuroski, 
Advantage Precast; and Nanci Snyder, 
City of Portland Water Bureau.

The luncheon events are 
becoming very popular for a variety 
of municipalities and private firms 
throughout the Portland metropolitan 
area. Almost 300 people attended the 
six sessions presented over the course 
of the year. The luncheons are held at 
Alexis Greek Restaurant in downtown 
Portland every other month. The 
committee plans to continue meeting 
there for its convenient location, 
excellent food and service and 
affordability.

The 2008 Portland APWA Luncheon 
program included an overview of 
the $38 million Sauvie Island Bridge 
project, focusing on floating the cable-
arch bridge span 12 miles down the 
Willamette; a report on the dynamic 
landslide activity in the Portland Area 
right after the huge landslide that 
closed Highway 30 for several days; a 

session on the Downtown 
Water Mains Improvement 
Project; a discussion of 
brownfields and their social, 
economic and environmental 
impacts; a comprehensive 
overview of the underground 
injection control program 
and its intent to protect 
groundwater and how UICs 
impact municipalities; and 
a presentation on how the 
Biglow Canyon Wind Farm 
facility was constructed, 
including site selection 
procurement, transport 
and erection of the massive 
turbines. 

Meanwhile, a Willamette Valley 
APWA Luncheon program was launched 
in Eugene in June 2008. The Willamette 
Valley Luncheon Committee consists 
of Doug Singer, City of Eugene; Steve 
Rodolf, KPFF; Sam Fox, Lane County; 
and Matt Stouder, City of Springfield. 

Luncheons are scheduled every 
other month and attendance has ranged 
from 35 to 50 people per luncheon. 
The 2008 Willamette Valley APWA 

Luncheon program included: an 
update on the I-5 at Beltline flyover 
interchange; a presentation on the 
Port of Newport’s Liberty ship dock 
rehabilitation project; a session on the 
state of public works in Springfield and 
why someone want to be a public works 
director; and a presentation on the 
design of long-span pedestrian bridges 
using precast concrete deck panels with 
a case study of the new I-5 pedestrian 
bridge in Eugene-Springfield. 

uPComing LunCheon 
Programs

Presentations on ODOT’s Highway 
20 (Pioneer Mountain to Eddyville) 
project will kick off the 2009 schedule 
in both Portland and Eugene. The 
seven-mile-long project includes eight 
bridges and involved some challenge 
contract issues.

The Portland luncheon is January 14 
at Alexis Greek Resatuarant.

The Eugene luncheon is February 17 at 
Kowloon’s Restaurant.

For more information on these and 
other luncheon programs, visit www.
oregonapwa.org.

PuBLiC Works LunCheons PoPuLar in 
PortLand and eugene

Guest speaker Gary Rayor from OBEC with Doug 
Singer and Bill Gille at the December APWA 

Luncheon in Eugene
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juLian Prizes aWarded to six 
oregon agenCies

The Oregon Chapter of the American 
Public Works Association recognized 
six Oregon agencies for excellence in 
sustainability at its fall conference in 
Welches, OR, on October 24.

The 2008 Julian Prizes were 
awarded to the cities of Gresham, 
Corvallis, Eugene and Springfield and 
Lane and Washington counties. The 
chapter established the Julian Prize 
for Sustainability in 2004 to promote 

the role of public works in furthering 
the principles of sustainability. The 
award is intended to recognize systems 
thinking, long term design practices, 
and infrastructure systems that sustain 
society. Awards are presented for 
policies, practices, projects or individual 
contributions that provide long-term 
benefits to the environment, to the 
community, or to the economy. 

The City of Gresham was 
recognized for transforming a section of 
Beech Avenue in downtown Gresham 
from a dirt lane into a showcase 
for sustainable design. The project 
completes a segment of Beech Avenue, 
creating an important transportation 
link in downtown Gresham while 
providing an attractive gateway to a new 
performing arts plaza. The innovative 
design features permeable street pavers 
and raised planting beds fed by a 
rainwater harvesting system powered 
by solar energy. The project exemplifies 
sustainability by its function and 
integrated design while embodying social 
sustainability through its location and 

purpose as a community gathering place.

The City of Corvallis received 
the Julian Prize for its Sustainability 
Management System (SMS). Adopted 
by the City Council, the SMS provides 
a framework for decision making 
and encourages city staff to evaluate 
operations against ‘triple bottom line 
criteria. Focusing on environmental, 
economic and social considerations, 
all city departments have evaluated 
their operations over the past 18 
months, and have begun implementing 
improvements that will lead to more 
sustainable operations.

Agencies in the Eugene area 
received the Julian Prize for sustainable 
practices for innovative management 
of the 2008 Track and Field Olympic 
Trials. The Eugene ’08 Sustainability 
Committee, including representatives 
from Eugene, Springfield and Lane 
County, met the challenge of 
sponsoring a world-class sporting 
event while adhering to the principles 
of sustainability. Examples of the 
committee’s innovative approach to 
sustainability include powering the Track 
and Field Trials event with 100% percent 
renewable energy, providing locally 
grown organic food in compostable 
containers, recycling 68 percent of the 

waste stream, and providing alternative 
transportation for attendees.

Washington County’s Department 
of Land Use and Transportation 
(LUT) received the Julian Prize for it 
public outreach strategy to promote a 
sustainable transportation system. LUT 
was recognized for its creative approach 
to involving and educating the public, 
including development of a coloring book 
and a brochure to appeal to all age groups.

The Julian Prize was named after 
Julian Ned Dempsey, CEO of Pneu-
Logic Corporation www.pneulogic.
com and former co-chairman of the 
Oregon Climate Change Integration 
Group. Dempsey’s enduring leadership 
in sustainable initiatives and technology 
serves as the inspiration behind the prize. 
“There are plenty of plans out there to 
create change in sustainability. This award 
recognizes those who have actually put 
those plans into action,” he said.

LoCaL agenCies reCognized For sustainaBiLitY

Gresham: Don Bilyeu (Project Manager) 
and Trevor Coolidge (Sustainable Design) 

Washington County: Greg Miller and 
Bonita Oswald 

Kurt Corey and Celia Barry accept 
award for Eugene ‘08
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Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR) has been 
awarded the 2008 Citation for Exemplary 
Service to Public Works by the American 
Public Works Association (APWA).

“I am honored to present Rep. 
DeFazio with this much-deserved 
recognition,” said APWA President 
Noel Thompson, who presented the 
citation at the fall conference of APWA’s 
Oregon Chapter in Welches, Ore. “As 
a tireless and committed advocate for 
transportation infrastructure investment, 
his leadership has produced improved 
safety and efficiency, an enhanced 
quality of life and protection of our 
natural resources.”

With more than 20 years in 
Congress, DeFazio played a key role 
crafting and negotiating SAFETEA-
LU, the five-year, $286 billion federal 
transportation funding law. He 
currently serves as Chair of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
Subcommittee on Highways and Transit. 
As part of his efforts under SAFETEA-LU, 
DeFazio helped designate four Oregon 
universities and nine others around 
the country as National University 
Transportation Centers. Each university 
receives grants to support transportation 
research and technological innovation. 

nominations sought For nationaL aWards
By Mark Schoening

If you take a moment to reflect over all that has happened in your professional life this past year I am sure there is an 
individual, a project or an organization deserving of recognition by the public works profession. 

The APWA National awards program was established to recognize outstanding individuals, groups and chapters representing 
the best in the public works profession. The Oregon Chapter has a strong history of recognizing its members through the 
national awards program. There are over two dozen awards given covering all aspects of the public works profession. 

Information on each award and nomination forms are available at www.apwa.net/about/awards.asp. Nominations 
for most awards are due by March 2, 2009. I strongly encourage you to take the time over the next couple of months to 
nominate one of your peers for their accomplishments  this past year.

toP 10 PuBLiC Works Leaders nominations due jan. 5
The Oregon Chapter annually nominates an individual for the Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year award. The 

Chapter Board of Directors is soliciting potential nominees from the Chapter membership and will select a nominee at the 
board’s January 2009 meeting. The Chapter will collaborate with the University of Oregon School of Journalism to develop the 
full nomination package. 

If you would like to recommend an individual to be considered by the Board of Directors for the Chapter’s nominee for the 
Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year award,  please go to the chapter web site at www.oregonapwa.org and click on the 
link to Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year nomination form by January 5, 2009.

Congressman reCeives Citation From ameriCan 
PuBLiC Works assoCiation

DeFazio has also advocated on 
behalf of water infrastructure and water 
quality, aviation and railroads, homeland 
security, infrastructure protection and 
natural resources.

“Rep.DeFazio’s contributions and 
achievements on behalf of public 
infrastructure have been substantial, 
far-reaching, positive and visionary for 
the state of Oregon, as well as the entire 
nation,” said Rick Olson, APWA Oregon 

Chapter president. “As a chapter we are 
pleased he is being recognized with this 
national award and are proud to have 
worked closely with him on important 
public works issues.”

The APWA Citation for Exemplary 
Service to Public Works recognizes an 
eminent government or other public 
service leader for their far-reaching, 
positive impact on local, state or national 
public works programs, services or policies.

(from left) APWA National President Noel Thompson, Oregon APWA President 
Rick Olson, and U.S. Congressman Peter DeFazio.
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take the next steP in Your 
Career at northWest PuBLiC 
Works institute
By Maggie Vohs, Event Director, Oregon APWA

Do you have a plan for a more formalized continued education in your 
professional life? You should consider the Oregon Chapter Northwest Public Works 
Institute. 

An APWA institute is an educational/training program offered by APWA through 
individual chapters concentrating on management and leadership professional 
development. The Oregon Chapter is fortunate to be one of only nine institutes 
recognized by APWA National in the United States.

APWA offers both academies and institutes. Traditionally, an institute offers 
courses focused at professional and management development. In an academy, 
courses relate to increased technical abilities. Academies teach how to do the 
specialized functions relating to public works and institutes teach how to manage 
individuals or teams doing the work.

The ideal audience for an institute is “current first-line supervisors and up” 
and “those aspiring to become leaders within the profession.”  Many organizations 
recognize the importance of professional education when looking to hire supervisors 
and managers in public works departments. Institutes provide customized 
educational courses targeting the specialty areas within public works. Participants 
receive a numbered certificate from National APWA, recognizing their investment in 
advanced public works education.

The Oregon Chapter, Northwest Public Works Institute consists of three core 
classes; Public Works Essentials (December class), Developing Leader (March class) 
and Public Works Leadership (November class). Each class is an intense four day 
program, consisting of 3.0 CEUs for each class; or a total of 9.0 CEUs to obtain your 
certificate for the program.

In 2008, each class was less than $575 for the four days of instruction, including 
class materials and all meals and breaks. Compare this program to other leadership 
programs and you will see that the Northwest Public Works Institute is one of the 
most affordable of its kind!

there are the 10 Core areas oF studY
• Supervisory Techniques and Skills
• Basic Management Skills
• Communication Skills
• Leadership Skills
• Community Service/Customer Orientation Skills
• Legal Understanding
• Fundamentals of Government
• Finance
• Resource Management Skills
• Public Works Operations

For more information on the 
specific classes offered by the Oregon 
Chapter Northwest Public Works 
Institute call (541) 994-3201 or visit 
www.OregonAPWA.org/training 
for classes in process. For a general 
overview of the national effort, visit 
www.APWA.net and type Public 
Works Institute in the search box.

sChoLastiC 
Foundation 
thanks You, 
the memBers oF 
oregon aPWa

The Oregon APWA Scholastic 
Foundation completed another 
successful year in 2008, awarding seven 
scholarships for a total of $12,500.

The heart of the foundation are the 
members of Oregon APWA. Through 
donations, 
fundraising 
activities 
such as 
the Gizmo 
competition 
and support from the chapter board, the 
foundation has been able to raise more 
than $200,000 in assets. The long-term 
goal of the foundation is to become self-
sustaining, so that that income raised 
from assets can fully support all of the 
scholarship expenses in any given year.

At the fall conference in Welches, 
the Scholarship Foundation held its 
annual meeting. Kurt Corey and Greg 
Miller were elected to fill two vacancies 
on the Foundation Board, and Ron Polvi 
was appointed to fill a one-year vacancy 
created by Gene Appel’s resignation. The 
other members of the Foundation Board 
in 2009 include Jim Gilmer, Jeanne 
Nyquist, Dan Boss, Gordon Merseth, 
Eric Jones and Ed Wegner, as well as 
Chapter President Greg Weston and Past 
President Rick Olson. Victoria Saager is 
the scholarship chair.

In other Foundation news, 
Ken Fuller has offered to assist 
the Foundation Board in creating 
opportunities for scholarship recipients 
to receive mentoring, including 
becoming active in APWA. Look 
for a technical session at the spring 
conference that will explore new 
ways of communicating with the next 
generation, drawing on the experience 
of former Oregon APWA scholarship 
recipients.
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2009 CaLendar

March 10-13, Developing Leader, Mt. Bachelor Village, Bend 

April 8-10, Street Maintenance & Collection Systems, Eagle 
Crest, Redmond

April 28 - May 1, 2009 Spring Conference, Seaside Convention 
Center, Seaside

For National APWA “Click Listen and Learn” audio/web seminar offerings, go 

to www.apwa.net and click on the education tab
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